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I t  feels great to see events 
happening on the Avenue of the 
Fountains in front of our offices and 
at Fountain Park again. Although we 
missed all the energy and activity 
outside our front doors over the 
past year, we have been excited to 
see several new restaurants open 
in our community! We have written 
about them on pages 24-25. 

The last year has challenged our 
local organizations to think outside 
the box and to pivot. The result has 
been some great virtual events and 
reimagined outdoor events, some 
of which we hope are here to stay. 
You can read about some those on 
pages 16-17.

We have witnessed amazing 
things in our community as people 
have reached out to help their 
neighbors and people have made 
a conscious effort to support our 
local businesses. It goes to show 
the importance of the place you 
call home. The value of being 
connected to your community. The 
anchor that is found in being rooted 
where you live. And speaking of 

being rooted, we share some of the 
ancient roots of this area, including 
the early inhabitants of the area, the 
Hohokam, on pages 30-31. We also 
take you back into the history of the 
Dixie Mine on pages 26-27.

As we head into the warmer 
months, those of us in the real 
estate business turn to thoughts of 
helping next year’s winter visitors 
to find rental opportunities.  If you 
or someone you know would like 
the opportunity to consider rental 
income, we’d love to talk with you 
about the various options.  Rental 
properties are in high demand, and 
we can assist you with the purchase 
or management of rentals with 
our highly professional Property 
Management Services Division.  Be 
sure to see our ad on page 8.  

Enjoy the warm spring months 
ahead!  It’s time to get out and 
shake off those winter blues and 
look to new horizons as COVID 
restrictions and fears tend to ease 
up.  We hope you continue to stay 
safe and healthy! 



A “normal market” is a distant memory, but lately, we’re seeing 
some signs that COVID mania might be calming just a bit.  That 
isn’t to say that we aren’t still seeing multiple offers on all price 
ranges of properties.  There are still folks who are seeking 
homes and have a hard time finding them, a phenomenon that 
is occurring across the country.  

At this writing, inventory is climbing just a wee bit, and price 
increases seem to be calming.  Yet, the market is still at only 
about 25% of its normal inventory of homes, so things will 
continue to be tight.   

Homebuilders are starting to make strides toward providing 
new inventory, as well. Unfortunately, those new homes are 
generally in the price range of $700,00 plus, yet each new 
home that is made available takes the pressure off  somewhere 
in the foodchain.  

If you’re thinking of buying, you still have a significant 
opportunity for future appreciation.  As we discussed last 
month, the warning signs of over-building and over-leveraging 
present in 2008 are nowhere to be seen in this current market.  
And, if it’s time to cash in and sell, there’s never been a better 
time to call us.  

If you wonder about finding your next home, let’s figure that 
out as well!  We have strategies to help you go from one home 
to the next, and the experience to guide you through these 
uncertain times. 
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APRIL
MARKET SNAPSHOT

56 24 85
RESIDENTIAL SOLD 

FEB. 2020: 42
RESIDENTIAL SOLD

FEB. 2020: 9
RESIDENTIAL SOLD

FEB. 2020: 77

110 40 168
RESIDENTIAL SOLD YTD

YTD 2019: 98
RESIDENTIAL SOLD YTD

YTD 2019: 23
RESIDENTIAL SOLD YTD

YTD 2019: 141

58 49 103
HOMES AVAILABLE

FEB. 2020: 114
HOMES AVAILABLE

FEB. 2020: 100
HOMES AVAILABLE

FEB. 2020: 239

58 133 55
AVG DAYS ON MARKET 

FEB. 2020: 102
AVG DAYS ON MARKET 

FEB. 2020: 99
AVG DAYS ON MARKET 

FEB. 2020: 103

$1,512,817 $830,430 $1,018,368
AVG LIST PRICE 

FEB. 2020: $1,300,817
AVG LIST PRICE 

FEB. 2020: $674,801
AVG LIST PRICE 

FEB. 2020: $691,102

$1,041,084 $572,121 $639,173
AVG SALE PRICE

FEB. 2020: $722,001
AVG SALE PRICE

FEB. 2020: $647,074
AVG SALE PRICE

FEB. 2020: $533,142

$963,070 $599,139 $661,906
AVG SALE PRICE YTD

FEB. 2020: $711,775
AVG SALE PRICE YTD
FEB. 2020: $556,486

AVG SALE PRICE YTD
FEB. 2020: $520,973

SCOTTSDALE
85259

THE VERDES 
85263

FOUNTAIN HILLS 
85268
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ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT
APRIL 24

Residents can bring recyclable e-waste 
materials, including computers, monitor, 
copiers, faxes, telecommunication 
equipment, medical equipment (no 
bio-waste), household batteries, video 
recorders, cameras, cable TV boxes, and 
other electronic equipment. You can also 
bring CFL bulbs and fluorescent tube 
lights.

FH.AZ.gov/345/Electronics-Recycling-Events

MOVIE IN THE PARK
MAY 7  |  7:00 PM

Twice a year, Fountain Hills Community 
Services hosts Movie in the Park for 
families. This safe, socially distanced event 
is free for all ages. There will be food 
vendors with dinner options and other 
goodies. Bring your blankets and lawn 
chairs. No alcohol or glass is permitted in 
the park. Located at Four Peaks Park in the 
baseball fields. Movie TBD.

FH.AZ.gov/20/Movies-in-the-Park

FOUNTAIN HILLS 50K CHALLENGE
MARCH 1- APRIL 30

Choose to walk, bike, or run in this 50k 
challenge (31 miles). Register for one, 
two, or all three challenges. All registered 
participants will receive a custom FH 50K 
Challenge T-shirt. Registration is $20 and 
will include access to the Walker App. Top 
finishers in each category win a $25 gift 
card to a local restaurant.

FH.AZ.gov/50kChallenge

FOUNTAIN HILLS DAY
MAY 15 

The Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce 
is debuting it first annual Fountain Hills 

Day this year. This is a revamp of the former 
Community Expo. This family-friendly 
event will combine local businesses, clubs, 
organizations, schools, hobbies, and more. 
For an added dose of fun, there will also be 
local food tastings, music, and activities for 
the kids. Sponsorships are available.

FountainHillsChamber.com/community-expo

REGULAR EVENTS

FH MARKET PLACE
APRIL 17  |  8:30-NOON

Get farm-fresh eggs, local artisan bread, 
Living Greens microgreens, fresh local 
tamales, and more. Bring both cash and 
credit card, and don’t miss the food trucks 
on Saturday mornings. Located behind 
Smith Chiropractic.

ART ON THE AVENUE
WEDNESDAYS  |  10AM-4PM

Weekly art show on the Avenue of the 
Fountains. Local artists showcase one-of-a-
kind creations.

FARMER’S MARKET

Shop our local vendors at the weekly 
Farmer’s Market on Avenue of the Fountains.
THURSDAYS | 9AM – 2PM

McDOWELL MOUNTAIN CYCLES

Check out their website for regular weekly 
group rides, clinics, and events such as 
the Saturday Road Ride, Liz’s Rounabout 
introductory rides, Tuesday Night Rides, and 
more.

McDowellMountainCycles.com

L O C A L  E V E N T S

APRIL
& MAY



Kristy Coup
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John Weil
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Tina Nabers Suzanne Nann Peggy Rae Merry Silbaugh Debbie Stansell

Bobbi Turks Debbie Weinrich Erica West Cyndi Dunham

Dori WittrigDawn WoodsCaitlyn Estes
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional property management.  
RE/MAX Sun Properties has managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010. 

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services are the perfect fit for 
clients who wish for their real estate investment to accomplish three goals: 

MAXIMIZE INCOME POTENTIAL 

 MINIMIZE LIABILITY AND RISK

MANAGE FOR INCREASED FUTURE VALUE

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

16704 E Ave of the Fountains, #101  
Fountain Hills, AZ

Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com  
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS 

management services

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional 
property management. RE/MAX Sun Properties has 
managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010.

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services 
are the perfect fit for clients who wish for their real estate 
investment to accomplish three goals:

Maximize Income Potential  •  Minimize Liability 
And Risk  •  Manage For Increased Future Value

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
16704 E Ave of the Fountains #101, Fountain Hills, AZ
Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

15339 E. SUNBURST DRIVE
3 BD + DEN | 3.5 BA | 4,270 SQ FT | 3 CG
$1,000,000

This beautiful StoneRidge Estates home is situated among majestic boulder structures that offer privacy 
and dramatic Sonoran Desert views. Sits on nearly an acre that backs to an arroyo with views of Super-
stition Mountains. Kitchen has gorgeous Knotty Alder cabinets, floor-to-ceiling bookcases in the office, 
and 3 large bedrooms, including a full guest suite. Negative-edge pool with water feature perfectly 
frames the desert backdrop. Fully enclosed pet area. 
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Do you love flipping through the 
pages of décor magazines or 
scrolling through Pinterest? Have 
you fallen in love with the modern 
Southwest look? There is something 
about this look that feels bright 
and airy, giving a calming, Zen-like 
quality that feels closer to nature. 
If you have been dreaming about 
bringing that look into your home, 
these six elements will help you 
achieve it.

START WITH THE RUG

A rug brings warmth, color, and texture 
to a space, and most great desert-
inspired homes include them. When 
you start with a rug, you can take color 
cues from it for other accents in the 
room. Choose from a Native Southwest 
geometric design, a Moroccan rug, 
faux fur or animal hides, or a flat-weave 
natural fiber.

NEUTRAL EARTHTONES

When you begin with a base of desert 
neutrals, it is easy to build your palette 
from there. Many of these modern 
designs have crisp white walls, but a 
warm white can give a soothing feel, 
too. Think of desert earthy hues when 
layering in your colors. Think warm 
colors like terracotta, orange, yellow, 
blush, beige, and cognac. Then add 
accents of olive tones, blues, black, and 
metal. Even a pop of red can be fun.

LAYERS OF TEXTURE

Add a variety of textures for a great 
sensory and visual feel. The modern 
Southwest design loves rattan, wicker, 
macrame, ceramic, woven fabrics, and 
leather. Leather gives a nod to the Old 
West but choose modern designs in 
cognac instead of dark browns. 

BRING IN NATURE

Natural desert elements help your 
home feel like part of the desert 
landscape. Include drought-resistant 
plants throughout your home, such 
as cactus, other succulents, palms, air 
plants, or fiddle leaf figs. Add desert 
landscape artwork, handmade-inspired 
pieces, stoneware, and live-edge wood 
tables.

ADD GLOBAL PIECES

A desert design does not mean 
you have to stick with the American 
Southwest. Give your home a well-
travelled look from other arid regions 
and other desert cultures to give your 
space depth of character. This might 
start with a Moroccan rug, a Turkish wall 
sconce, or Spanish tile.

UNIQUE TREASURES

Finish your look with one-of-a-kind 
touches that add personality to your 
home. This might be a handmade piece 
from a local artist, a DIYed project, or 
visually attractive items found in nature.

6 Ways to Create the 
Modern Southwest Look
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16308 E. POWDERHORN DRIVE
4 BD | 4 BA | 3,509 SQ FT | 3 CG
$1,000,000

Enchanting territorial home with incredible views of Four Peaks and Red Rock from the resort-like back 
yard.  The Great Room with built-in Cantina and gas fireplace is the perfect place to gather.  Entertain 
on covered patio with built-in fireplace and gas grill.  Swim in heated pool spa with waterfall.  There’s 
also a dog run and dog kennel.  An exceptional home!

12224 N. DESERT SAGE DRIVE
4 BD | 2 BA | 1,868 SQ FT | 3 CG
$569,900

Single level, light and bright home with open floor plan and formal living and dining rooms. All 
tile- no carpet! Great mountain views. Wood burning fireplace in family room. Large kitchen with 
center island. Pebble tech pool and covered patio. 3-car garage with wall separating the 2-car air 
conditioned side from the 3rd bay.

TINA NABERS
Realtor, ABR, CLHMS, GRI, ePRO, PPS
Marketing Specialist
602-653-0142
Tina@TinaNabers.com

TINA NABERS
Realtor, ABR, CLHMS, GRI, ePRO, PPS
Marketing Specialist
602-653-0142
Tina@TinaNabers.com
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BROADWAY IN THE HILLS

Be part of the fun when the community 
comes together in support of our local 
Fountain Hills Theater for an evening of 
music and song on Saturday, April 17 at 
7:30 PM. Plenty of familiar personalities 
will sing alongside theater performers, 
including Mayor Ginny Dickey, past 
mayors, current and past council 
members, Chamber of Commerce staff, 
service club members, and so many 
more! 

The evening is hosted by Mistress of 
Ceremonies, Liza Minnelli, performed 
by Patrick Russo, along with other 
celebrity impersonators. Individually 
wrapped appetizers from Phil’s Filling 
Station will be served and beverages 
will be available.  To reserve your tickets 
for this outdoor event and help support 
our local theater, visit fhtaz.org/bih.

FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT

To commemorate the 50th anniversary 

of our iconic fountain, local artist Brian 
Schader is bringing a new sculpture 
to our public art collection. This 
magnificent glass spire, inspired by our 
fountain, will sit proudly on the Avenue 
of the Fountains to greet visitors and 
residents as they approach one of the 
most frequented boulevards in our 
town.

The sculpture is sponsored by 
the Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic 
Association along with the Town 
of Fountain Hills and the Public 
Art Committee. You are invited 
to commemorate a loved one on 
the base of this 45-foot likeness 
of the fountain. Learn more about 
these commemorative spots at 
iLoveFountainHills.org/fountain-of-
light.

FOUNTAIN HILLS DAYS

Fountain Hills Days is making its debut 
on May 15, 2021 from 10:00 AM to 

2:00 PM. The Fountain Hills Chamber 
of Commerce is breathing new life into 
their annual Community Expo. It will 
combine the business expo with local 
food tastings, music, and activities for 
the kids.

This family-friendly fun event will be 
held outdoors at the Fountain Hills 
Community Theater. Sponsorships are 
available. Visit FountainHillsChamber.
com/community-expo for more details.

DARK SKY INSPIRATION SERIES

Since a Dark Sky Festival could not be 
planned this spring, the Fountain Hills 
Dark Sky Association pivoted to an 
online Dark Sky Inspiration series. Each 

month, they will release a new video. 
These will include presentations about 
dark matter from FHHS graduate Nick 
DePorzio, Mayan archaeoastronomy, 
and the Hubble space program. We 
will learn about Dr. Charles Jules who 
discovered over 500 asteroids from 
his backyard observatory in Fountain 
Hills. And Dr. Jeffrey Hall, director of 
Lowell Observatory, will share on a fun 
astronomical subject.

For more information about this 
ongoing series, visit FHDarkSky.com.

ABOUT 
TOWN…
Despite all that has happened over 
the last year, our community has 
learned to pivot and to find new 
ways of doing what we have always done. And while we 
are all eager to get back to “normal”, some of these new 
ways may find a permanent place in our future. 

Here are a few things we think you should check out.
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

17211 E. ALTA LOMA DRIVE
3 BD | 2 BA | 2,089 SQ FT | 2 CG | $707,000

Beautiful home in popular Arriba del Lago backs directly to Fountain Park with front row views of the 
fountain and Red Mountain. This Santa Barbara-style architecture features a wood beamed ceiling in 
the living room, a large master bedroom with fountain views, and a large covered patio with an outdoor 
kitchen.

12833 N. LA RONDA COURT
2 BD | 2 BA | 1,993 SQ FT | 2 CG
$735,000

Enjoy the magic of overlooking lake and mountain views and living just a short walk to restaurants, 
pubs, the park, and area hiking trails. Nestled in the gated community of Arriba del Lago, no detail was 
overlooked in this beautiful home. You’ll love the seamless indoor/outdoor living. This home is offered 
fully furnished.

DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

15104 E. SUNDOWN DRIVE 
3 BD + DEN | 3.5 BA | 3,385 SQ FT | 3 CG
$1,175,000

Spectacular SunRidge Canyon! Stunning Four Peaks and Mazatzal Mountain range views.  
Contemporary style home with large guest bedrooms, open floorplan features custom island kitchen 
of granite, contemporary cabinetry, and plenty of workspace, with convenient wine bar. Backyard is 
party central with full hospitality bar, fireplace, outdoor kitchen, pool, and spa overlooking the big 
views. A special opportunity
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CRYSTALS ARE 
MAKING A COMEBACK!

Infuse Each Room of Your Home with Energy. 
Your home is a sacred space, and there 
is a good chance you are using it in 
different ways now. Homeschooling. 
Working from home. Cooking at home 
more. In general, a lot more activity 
that may be accompanied by a lot more 
stress. Many people are turning to 
crystals to help cope with feelings of 
overwhelm and increased pressure.

Sami Jack, founder of Sami Fine Jewelry 
in Fountain Hills, says, “Mother Nature 
gives us the most beautiful art that 
comes from the depths of the earth. 
I believe stones and crystals have 
something to say to us. They have had 
a much longer lifetime than us and 
contain energy that we can feel. We just 
need to get quiet and listen.”

Sami shares some suggestions for 
crystals you can place in the different 
rooms of your home to clean the energy 
and to fill it with healing vibrations.

LIVING ROOM
Fill your living room with warmth, love, 
and positive energy. Selenite will bring 
in light and positivity while clearing and 
purifying the energy.

KITCHEN
The kitchen is the heart of the home 
and a place to nourish bodies and 
relationships. Place sodalight on your 
dining room table for harmonious 
communication with family and friends 
while enjoying meals together.

OFFICE
To maintain focus and productivity in 
your office, keep it uncluttered and 
organized to limit distractions. Tiger’s 
eye will help with focus, maximize 
productivity, and motivate you to work 
hard.

MEDITATION ROOM
Your meditation space needs calm and 
quiet to help you find enlightenment 
and mind expansion. Add rhodonite 
to soften your heart and encourage 
forgiveness during these difficult times.

BEDROOM
Your bedroom is your sanctuary and 
should be tranquil and calm. Place two 
pieces of rose quartz in the room to 
symbolize two people in a relationship. 
Experience a shift from intellectualizing 
love to feeling it. 

CHILD’S BEDROOM
Crystals are not just for adults. Keep the 
environment light, joyful, and free from 
the scaries in your child’s room. Angel 
aura quartz infuses the room with playful 
and lighthearted energy, lighting the 
room with its whimsical nature.

BATHROOM
This is the most important room for your 
self-care rituals. Aquamarine infuses 
water with calming and rejuvenating 
energy. It will remind you to accept 
yourself every time you look in the 
mirror.
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...a Tradition of Trust

Committed to Providing You
Exceptional Service

What is Title Insurance?
Title insurance assures owners that they are  acquiring clear title. It is 
designed to eliminate risk or loss caused by defects in title from the 
past. Title insurance provides coverage only for title problems which 
were already in existence at the time the policy was issued.

Why Fidelity National Title Agency?
• Named to the Fortune 500 on an annual basis
• The only Fortune 500 company in its industry

• Chosen by Forbes as one of The World’s Best Companies
• Selected by Forbes as one of the Best Managed Companies in America
• Named by Forbes to the Platinum 400: America’s Best Big Companies
• 150 years of Title & Escrow Experience

FNTArizona.com        info-fntarizona@fnf.com 480.214.4500

KRISTY COUP
Realtor, CDPE, PPS
480-296-3699
kristycoup@gmail.com
www.azkristy.com 

14210 E. WHITE WING CT #90 
CUSTOM HOMESITE | $190,000

This lot is in the luxury gated custom home community of Eagles Nest in Fountain Hills. The property is 1.22 
acres and has majestic mountain views in all directions. It is adjacent to the 21,000-acre McDowell Mountain 
Park with access to miles of hiking, biking, and horseback riding trails.

PEGGY MORAN 
Associate Broker, PLLC, CLMHS, PPS, RSPS, SFR
(480) 888-6474
Peggy@PeggyMoranHomes.com
PeggyMoranHomes.com

16800 E. EL LAGO BLVD. #2012     16800 E. EL LAGO BLVD. #2006

Highest Resale Prices Ever in Village at Towne Center!
Peggy Moran’s experience and talent in marketing luxury properties contributed to her success in achieving 
record-breaking sales prices. List with her and you may break a record, too!
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GEORGIE’S DINER
Georgie’s was located on La Montana for 
years, but they recently relocated to Park 
Place on Avenue of the Fountains with a 
brand-new look, an updated menu, and 
a large patio area. Although they have 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner menus, many 
people are thrilled to find out they serve 
breakfast all day. Gluten-free eaters can 
easily find a great meal here. And word 
on the street is that they serve great liver 
and onions. Website: Georgies.me

FOUNTAIN HILLS FOOD CART
After a temporary hiatus, Dakota and 
Austin are back with an incredible state-
of-the-art food truck to serve outstanding 
hotdogs. They have also expanded their 
menu to include hamburgers. If you are 
gluten-free, try their delicious tacos. You 
can find them Tuesday through Saturday 
from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM on the Avenue 
of the Fountains between Chase Bank 
and the new ZAB Thai restaurant. Follow 
their Facebook page for updates. 

PAPAYA’Z
Papaya’z Smoothie & Juice Bar is also 
located in Park Place on Avenue of the 
Fountains. In addition to healthy drinks 
with real ingredients, they also serve deli-
cious gluten-free crepes and some sand-
wiches, including a gluten-free croissant 
sandwich. If you want a healthy breakfast, 
lunch, or snack, this is the place. Follow 
their Facebook page for updates.

SIPPS EATERY
Located in the former Starbucks at 16425 
E. Palisades, Sipps Eatery is a coffee 
shop and a gathering place. They serve 
breakfast and lunch items with all your 
favorite coffees. There are also options 
for kids. They even offer sinfully delicious 
gluten-free pastries.
Website: SippsEatery.com

ZAB THAI
Another new restaurant on Avenue of the 
Fountains is the new Zab Thai Kitchen. 

The original Thai food menu includes 
rolls, soups, curry dishes, orange chicken, 
fried rice, pad thai, and more. Gluten-free 
eaters will have no problem with a great 
curry dish. The restaurant is open Tuesday 
through Sunday from Noon to 8:00 PM. 
Follow their Facebook page for updates.

PEARL NUTRITION
This new establishment offers healthy pro-
tein shakes, waffles, herbal teas, hydration 
drinks, and more. The shakes and teas are 
created to improve digestion, cardiovas-
cular health, and to give you a boost to 

help you feel revitalized. Located at 16425 
E. Palisades. Follow their Facebook page 
for updates.

EMBER
Ember at We-Ko-Pa is a new fine dining 
experience in Fort McDowell. Enjoy fine 
steaks and seafood prepared over wood-
fired grills and a specialty cocktail menu, 
whiskey library, and extensive wine list. 
Dine seasonally by the outdoor fireplace or 
relax in the separate piano lounge with live 
entertainment. Website: WekopaCasinoRe-
sort.com/dining/ember

NEW LOCAL 
DINING OPTIONS 
ABOUND
The appeal of dining out has not waned for 
most people over the last year. Not only 
have our local restaurants remained open, 
but several new eateries have come to life 
during this time, too.
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The trailhead begins at 
the end of Golden Eagle 
Boulevard, wanders 
through the gated Eagle’s 
Nest neighborhood, then 
enters McDowell Mountain 
Regional Park. The hike 
will take you through the 
quiet Sonoran Desert, 
meandering through a 
variety of landscapes 
before reaching the Dixie 
Mine site.

The mine was established in 1877 
when mining scouts noticed a 
large amount of quartz in the area. 
It was originally owned by the Red 
Mountain Consolidation Copper 
Mines Company, with 21 claims on 
420 acres in the Dixie Mining District 
of the McDowell Mountains. 

By 1917, two tunnels were created. 
The primary tunnel was 300 feet long 
with a 240-foot vertical shaft.

The mine never produced enough 
value to continue operating. There 
was some copper oxide, silver, gold 
ore, and tin, but reports show that, 
other than the tin, it was all low 
quality.

The mining site changed hands 
several times throughout the 20th 
century. When Maricopa County was 
working to create a county park in the 
1970s, a judge ruled that the claims 

from the mine were economically 
deficient and granted the property 
to the newly created McDowell 
Mountain Regional Park.

Hikers can walk up the wash to the 
mine opening where there is an iron 
gate. A plaque is placed nearby with 
information about the site. Climb 
up the gravel hill above it to see 
the vertical shaft opening, which is 
covered with a sturdy iron grate.

Continue up the wash another 
100 feet to find rock petroglyphs 
from three different time periods. 
The Archaic petroglyphs of 
unrecognizable shapes date back 
about 800 years. The Hohokam 
petroglyphs from a later time 
are recognizable as stick figures 
representing animals, human forms, 
sunbursts, and water. 

The historic markings are about 100 
years old and are attributed to the 
ranching and mining period. For 
example, the marking “H.P. 1925” is 
believed to be the initials of Henry 
Pemberton who ranched in the area 
between 1918 and 1925. Also visible 
is a petroglyph of the P-brand of the 
P-Bar Ranch that the Barksdale family 
operated from 1935 to the 1950s in 
the present-day Fountain Hills area.

The hike is about 4.3 miles round-
trip. Bring $2.00 for the self-pay fee 
for entering McDowell Mountain 
Regional Park.

THE DIXIE MINE

HISTORY OF

If you ask someone from Fountain Hills 
where to find the best hikes nearby, the Dixie 

Mine Trail will likely be high on their list of 
recommendations. 

Photo credit: Amy Burnett
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

COMING SOON : NEW “HARR FAMILY HOMES”  
CUSTOM HOME 
15420 N. CABRILLO DRIVE
3 BD + DEN | 4 BA | 2,725 SQ FT | 5 CG | $1,100,000 

New construction by Harr Family Homes, master builders for over 30 years. North Heights neighor-
hood with big views to McDowell Mountains. Discerning buyers will appreciate this very open, view 
oriented plan that features 12’ wide, 10’ high sliding glass doors and a stunning Great Room with 
fireplace and views. Highest quality appliances, fully suited bedrooms, and large great room with 
fireplace, plus a 5-car garage that offers a 38” bay and 10’ garage door.

Like it never even happened.®

SERVPRO® of North Central Mesa

ServProNorthCentralMesa.com
480-553-7103

Independently Owned and Operated
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ANCIENT DESERT 
DWELLERS : THE HOHOKAM

Have you hiked to the Dixie Mine and seen the petroglyphs? Have you 
heard people talk about an ancient ball court near the Verde River? 
Who were the ancient people who lived here and how did they live?

This area was inhabited by the Hohokam people from 300 to 1500 CE, 
but cultural precursors may have been here since 300 BCE.
Our modern knowledge of their lives 
in the lower Verde Valley dates to 1861 
when Charles Poston reported “the 
remains of three large Indian villages 
just above the confluence of the Verde 
and Salt Rivers.” At that time, a heated 
battle pitted Tucson against Prescott 
for gaining the permanent seat of 
government for the new Arizona territory. 
This area adjacent to Fountain Hills, Fort 
McDowell, and the Verdes, which was 
referred to as Azatlan, was proposed as 
a neutral location, but Prescott won the 
bid.

The earliest Hohokam were nomadic, 
following the streams and natural food 
sources. By 300 CE, they had built canals 
to irrigate crops of squash, corn, and 
beans. These crops supplemented their 
hunting and gathering lifestyle, allowing 
them to become more sedentary. This 
gave them time to start making pottery by 
about 500 CE.

In 1991, part of the Azatlan site just 
north of Rio Verde was excavated. 
Archaeologists found five seasonal 
activity places, two “farmsteads” with 
dwelling sites, one of which had three 
pithouses clustered around a courtyard 
in the Hohokam style. Excavations 
also revealed roasting pits, cremation 
burials, tool manufacturing, and pottery 
sherds. A Hohokam ball court was also 
discovered nearby.

On Shea Boulevard, from the Fountain 
Hills-Scottsdale border to the area south 
of Mayo Clinic, a metate quarry was 
identified. A metate (pronounced meh-
tah-tay) is the lower unit of a two-part 
grinding stone. The handheld stone, 
called a mano, was used to grind corn, 
jojoba, mesquite, palo verde, ironwood, 
and other seeds that required processing 
before eating. 

As the stones rubbed together to grind 
the food, little bits of rock would break 
off and mix into the meal. Over time, 
these little stones eroded their teeth. 
Archaeologists uncovered skeletal 
remains identified to be about 20-years-
old but had the worn teeth of a modern 
70-year-old. This resulted in a shorter 
lifespan.

The peak population in this area reached 
several thousand people around 900-
1100 CE. By 1500, they had mostly 
disappeared, possibly due to the 
Great Drought at the end of the 13th 
century. The later occupants, the Pima 
and Tohono O’odham (Papago) are 
thought to be direct descendants of the 
Hohokam.

You can learn more about the Hohokam 
at the River of Time Museum when it 
reopens. ROTMuseum.com.
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Prehistoric Hohokam 
irrigation canals
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