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It’s back-to-school season and we 
are so grateful that our students 
can return to their classrooms and 
participate in their extracurricular 
activities again. We tip our hats 
to every teacher and every parent 
who weathered the storm of 
homeschooling and hybrid classes 
for more than a year. Your heroic 
efforts and continued nurturing will 
help these students successfully 
move forward. We thank you!

And speaking of Back to School, be 
sure to take in the Back to School 
Bash on Friday, August 20. The 
event is hosted by the Town of 
Fountain Hills and sponsored by RE/
MAX Sun Properties: The Sonoran 
Lifestyle Team. Get more details in 
our Calendar of Events on pages 6-7.

We have discovered that some of 
Fountain Hills’ graduates from years 
past are now employed by the 
local watchmaking company Fine 
Timepiece Solutions. This company, 
located in the former Four Peaks 

Elementary School and EVIT 
building, is bringing watchmaking 
back to America with a goal of 100% 
American-made parts. Check out 
that story on pages 12-13.

Last month we shared with you about 
the need for water conservation as 
Lakes Mead and Powell get emptier. 
This month, we share the history 
of Arizona’s canal system, a true 
engineering marvel. You can find 
that story on pages 20-21.

And be sure the check out our 
20 Steps to Help You Sell Your 
Home. Even in a seller’s market, it’s 
important that your home be the 
best looking home in the bunch. Our 
guide will help you get top dollar 
and attract the right Buyers. See 
pages 16-17.

Enjoy the last few weeks of Summer! 
Before you know it, cooler night time 
temperatures will be here, and you’ll 
have yet another reminder of why 
you chose to live Arizona!



Information provided courtesy of Arizona Regional Multiple Listing
*Information provided courtesy of Cromford Reports”

In the real estate industry, Arizona agents have several outstanding 
resources that provide market data.  One of those is the Arizona Regional 
Multiple Listing Service (ARMLS), the organization that provides a 
framework of rules and guidelines for agents to share information and to 
provide access to homes.  

The other resource is The Cromford® Report, which provides detailed 
information to track the history and current status of the Greater Phoenix 
residential resale market and offers unique insight into its future direction.  
Data is updated daily and usually published online within a few hours.  

One of our favorite parts of the Cromford Report is the Cromford Market 
Index (CMI), which is a compilation of supply metrics weighted against 
demand metrics.  Each zip code has their own CMI, making it easy to 
see, at a glance, how your community compares to all others.  There is 
data going all the way back to 2001, which makes for some interesting 
comparisons. 

Currently, the Phoenix metro area is recovering from an unprecedented 
period of time that began in June 2020 when most Maricopa County 
CMI’s shot through the roof.  For instance, the Fountain Hills Market 
Index hit 750 in April (a balanced market is 100!)  Like most other areas 
of the Valley, the index rate had rarely ever gone above 300, even at the 
height of the 2004-2006 market runup.

Today, Fountain Hills, like virtually every other Valley market, is calming 
down a bit.  And thankfully so, as the uncertainty of the drastic price 
increases and very low inventory resulted in a lot of very disappointed 
homebuyers desperate for housing!  Yet, as of early July 2021, the CMI 
for Fountain Hills is still well above 450, indicating a seller’s market that 
is still extraordinarily strong.  Inventory has creeped up over the summer, 
nearly double what it was back in the spring.  

Whether you’re thinking of buying or selling, your RE/MAX Sun 
Properties real estate professional has the market information you need 
and is best equipped to help you analyze your opportunities  and 
whether now may be the best time to act. Call us!  
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AUGUST MARKET SNAPSHOT
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FH THEATER: SAY 
GOODNIGHT GRACIE
AUGUST 20–SEPTEMBER 5

Say Goodnight Gracie: The Life, Laughter 
and Love of George Burns and Gracie Allen 
will take audiences on a guided tour through 
an American century told through the eyes 
of George Burns.

FHtaz.org/events/goodnight-grace

AUGUST &
SEPTEMBER
L O C A L  E V E N T S

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BASH
AUGUST 20 | 6:30-8:30 PM

A fun event for the whole community to 
come together to kick off a new school year 
as we all hope for a return to classrooms. 
Fun games for the whole family, inflatables, 
and great prizes! Grab dinner at a food truck 
and make a canned food donation for the St. 
Mary’s Food Bank. Sponsored by RE/MAX 
Sun Properties–The Sonoran Lifestyle Team.

Fh.az.gov/619/back-to-school-bash

FOUNTAIN HILLS YOUNG 
COMMUNITY: KAYAKING 
ADVENTURE
AUGUST 21 | 7:30 AM–3:00 PM

Join the FHYC for a kayaking event at Blue 
Point Recreation Area in Fort McDowell. 
Enjoy time in nature while meeting people 
from the FH Young Community.

cm.FHchamber.com/events/calendar

ADULT OPEN GYM 
BASKETBALL
AUGUST 21 | 8:00-10:30 AM

This Open Gym event is for ages 16+ at the 
Fountain Hills Middle School. Enjoy free 
basketball play with an on-site supervisor.

Fh.az.gov/691/Adult-Sport-Programs

SUMMER NIGHT RIDES AT 
McDOWELL MOUNTAIN 
PARK
AUGUST 21 | 7:00-9:00 PM

Hosted by Fountain Hills Bikes, this ride is for 
all mountain bike ability levels. Choose your 
trails and your companions. Stay for food, 
music, and a movie after the ride.

MaricopaCountyParks.net/mcdowell-
mountain-regional-park

FOUNTAIN HILLS 
CHAMBER LUNCH MOB
AUGUST 27 | 11:30 AM–1:00 PM

Join the Lunch Mob as part of the “Survive 
Today, Thrive Tomorrow” program. 
Participants will gather at Que Bueno 
Mexican Restaurant for lunch to show 
massive support for our local businesses.

cm.FHchamber.com/events/calendar

ADULT OPEN GYM 
BASKETBALL
AUGUST 28 | 8:00-10:30 AM

This Open Gym event is for ages 16+ at the 
Fountain Hills Middle School. Enjoy free 
basketball play with an on-site supervisor.

Fh.az.gov/691/Adult-Sport-Programs

FH THEATER: NEIL 
SIMON’S RUMORS
SEPTEMBER 10-26

In 1988, Neil Simon needed to cheer 
himself up. The solution was a farce in two 
acts that shows a dinner party gone topsy-
turvey. An enjoyable romp that is one of 
Simon’s most celebrated comedies.

FHtaz.org/events/rumors

SUMMER NIGHT RIDES AT 
McDOWELL MOUNTAIN 
PARK
SEPTEMBER 11 | 7:00-9:00 PM

Hosted by Fountain Hills Bikes, this ride is 
for all mountain bike ability levels. Choose 
your trails and your companions. Stay for 
food, music, and a movie after the ride.

MaricopaCountyParks.net/mcdowell-
mountain-regional-park

REHEARSALS FOR 
COMMUNITY CHORUS
SEPTEMBER 13 | 6:30–8:30 PM

Do you love to sing? Warm up your 
singing voice and join the Fountain Hills 
Community Chorus. This non-audition 
group begins rehearsals on September 13 
for holiday performances in December. Visit 
their website for information to pre-register.

Fhcc-az.org



Kristy Coup

Diane Graham

John Weil

Vreny Middleton Michelle Monks

*Unlicensed Assistant

Elma Bauchman Vicky Derksen* Pam Ehrlich Pam Foster

Rosa Janssen Bill Kulekowskis Toni LePoer Guy Loisi

Alex Tonos Peggy Moran Mike Nabers

Tina Nabers Suzanne Nann Peggy Rae Merry Silbaugh Debbie Stansell

Bobbi Turks Debbie Weinrich Erica West Cyndi Dunham

Dori WittrigDawn WoodsCaitlyn Estes

*Unlicensed Assistant
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional property management.  
RE/MAX Sun Properties has managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010. 

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services are the perfect fit for 
clients who wish for their real estate investment to accomplish three goals: 

MAXIMIZE INCOME POTENTIAL 

 MINIMIZE LIABILITY AND RISK

MANAGE FOR INCREASED FUTURE VALUE

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

16704 E Ave of the Fountains, #101  
Fountain Hills, AZ

Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com  

DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional property management.  
RE/MAX Sun Properties has managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010. 

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services are the perfect fit for 
clients who wish for their real estate investment to accomplish three goals: 

MAXIMIZE INCOME POTENTIAL 

 MINIMIZE LIABILITY AND RISK

MANAGE FOR INCREASED FUTURE VALUE

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

16704 E Ave of the Fountains, #101  
Fountain Hills, AZ

Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com  

DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional 
property management. RE/MAX Sun Properties has 
managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010.

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services 
are the perfect fit for clients who wish for their real estate 
investment to accomplish three goals:

Maximize Income Potential  •  Minimize Liability 
And Risk  •  Manage For Increased Future Value

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
16704 E Ave of the Fountains #101, Fountain Hills, AZ
Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com
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We know a 
thing or two,
because 
we’ve seen a 
thing or two.

Scott Schlossberg, MBA

Fountain Hills O�ce: 
480.833.0194
Wickenburg O�ce: 
928.684.7958

Email: sschlossberg@farmersagent.com
17100 E. Shea Blvd., Ste. 200, Fountain Hills
84 N. Valentine St., Wickenburg, AZ

DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

17216 E. ALTA LOMA
2 BD + DEN | 2 BA | 2,059 SQ FT | 2 CG
$750,000

In gated Arriba del Lago, the gem of Fountain Hills luxury, lakeside neighborhoods! Only blocks to 
restaurants, pubs, the park and area hiking trails plus some of the friendliest neighbors in Fountain Hills! 
Lovingly and fully upgraded with top of the line finishes and systems, no detail was overlooked! Enjoy 
a granite island kitchen, stainless appliances, wood floors, luxuriously updated baths and more! Enjoy 
community amenities like a gated entry, a lap-style community pool and spa.
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W hich country comes to 
mind when you think 
of watches? Probably 

Switzerland. Who did not have a 
Swatch watch in the 80s, after all?

Early American Watchmaking

Until the 1920s, it was America who led 
the global watchmaking industry while 
the European markets were flooded with 
cheap junk watches. Waltham, MA was the 
hotbed of the industrial revolution where 
advanced tools and machines could cut 
metal parts. These tools allowed American 
watchmaking to take off in 1854. The 
Waltham Watch Company produced the 
first 100% American-made watch.

Swiss watches were crafted by small-
scale, individual watchmakers with no 
standardized parts or tools. They realized 
their industry was in trouble and sent a 
representative to the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia. A behind-
the-scenes tour revealed specialized 
machines for manufacturing each part of 
the watchmaking process.

After World War I, everyone wanted a 
wristwatch, something the Swiss had 
learned to produce exceptionally well 
after their earlier visit to America. But 
the biggest blow was when World War 
II turned American watch factories into 
factories for war equipment. As with most 
other industries, watch components and 
manufacturing moved to China and a 100% 
American-made watch became a relic of 
the past.

Bringing Watchmaking Back To 
America

But Kunal Naik is on a mission to change 
that. His Fountain Hills-based company, 
Fine Timepiece Solutions, exists to bring 
every aspect of watchmaking back to the 
United States. It has been a challenging 
process, but Kunal has made great strides 
toward his goal.

Before starting Fine Timepiece Solutions, 
he began his own watch company called 
Brillier with three watch collections. When 
he started Fine Timepiece Solutions in 
2019, he introduced the company as the 
first industrial watch movement supplier 
based in the USA since 1960. FTS supplies 
high-quality movements built in the USA to 
other American brands.

“My goal is to empower watch brands 
across America to be more independent,” 
said Kunal. “I want to see American-made 
watchmaking make a return. I want to 
protect American brands, whether they 
are large companies or independent 
microbrands.”

Companies around the world rely heavily 
on China for parts and movement. When 
a small watch company wants to build a 
“Made in America” brand, they encounter 
many hurdles, including a sharp increase 
in production costs. Kunal wants to help 
mitigate those barriers to entry.

“Our Ameriquartz movements are 
assembled, tested, and regulated at 
our Fountain Hills facility. These are 
constructed from domestic and imported 
components as we move towards our goal 
of a total Made in USA standard.”

A walk through the FTS facility in the 
former Four Peaks Elementary School 
shows the great attention to detail given 
to this craft. Most of the employees are 
from the Phoenix metro area and a few 
grew up in Fountain Hills. Kunal especially 
loves bringing in young people to be 
the new generation of timekeepers and 
watchmakers.

Learn more about FTS at ftsusa.us.

American 
Watchmaking 
Finds a Home 
in Fountain 
Hills

FTS Executive Team: Gary Girdvainis (Sales Director); Jayke Ornelas (COO); 
Kunal Naik (CEO); and Manuel Yazijian (CTO)
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Say Goodnight Gracie
Aug. 20 – Sept. 5, 2021
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at  7:30pm 
& Sun. at 2:00pm
A Play in the Mainstage Too! Theater
Cost: $33.00

Neil Simon’s Rumors
Sept. 10 – 26, 2021
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at  7:30pm 
& Sun. at 2:00pm
A Play in the Mainstage Theater
Cost: $35.00

Captain Preston, The Pirate 
Scourge
Oct. 1 – 10, 2021
Fri. & Sat. at 7:00pm & Sun. at 2pm
An Original Musical in the Youth Theater
Cost: $18.00

Million Dollar Quartet
Oct. 15 – 31, 2021
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at  7:30pm 
& Sun. at 2:00pm
A Musical in the Mainstage Theater
Cost: $35.00

To purchase tickets or learn 
more visit https://fhtaz.org

Back for Another 
Award-Winning Season

Fountain Hills 
Theater

5 GUYS CONSTRUCTION: THE OVERHEAD CARE CLUB
All it takes is the tiniest pin head-sized opening for water to find a way through your roof. 
And when it does, it quickly destroys your safety, comfort, and possessions. Even worse, you 
may not even know water has entered your house until it is too late. Each year, weather that 
brings water causes an average of $11 billion of damage to American homes. That’s why we 
recommend 5 Guys Construction to our clients and even our friends and family. Their Over-
head Care Club gives you peace of mind, knowing that your roof is ready and protected 
from whatever Mother Nature sends your way. As an Overhead Care Club member, you will 
receive:

• ANNUAL GUTTER CLEANING  
 (UP TO 150 FEET)

• 17-POINT SAFETY ANALYSIS

• SKYLIGHT CLEANING

• ATTIC ANALYSIS

• DEBRIS REMOVAL

• GUARANTEED APPOINTMENTS  
 WITHIN 24 HOURS

• REDUCED DIAGNOSTIC FEE

• 10% DISCOUNT ON REPAIRS

If your roof is more than 20-years-old, it’s probably due for a replacement. But younger roofs 
can fail, too, making an annual inspection a valuable part of protecting your home. It doesn’t 
take much effort to prevent water damage from a leaky roof.

CONTACT 5 GUYS CONSTRUCTION 
at 480-892-5311 or by visiting fiveguysconstruction.com
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As a homeowner, you can play an 
important part in the timely sale of 
your property.

With guidance from your RE/MAX 
Sales Associate, here are some 
simple steps to facilitate selling 
your home faster and at the best 
possible price.

1. Make the Most of First 
Impressions

A well-manicured yard, neatly 
trimmed shrubs and a clutter-free 
patio welcome prospects. So does 
a freshly painted front door. Work 
with your landscaper to blow away 
all leaves and be sure to freshen 
up paint on yard walls. The fewer 
obstacles between prospects and 
the true appeal of your home, the 
better.

2. Invest a Few Hours for Future 
Dividends

Here is your chance to clean up in 
real estate. Clean up in the living 
room, the bathroom, the kitchen. 
If your woodwork is scuffed or 
the paint is fading, consider some 
minor redecoration. A paint refresh 
adds value to your property. 
Prospects would rather see how 
great your home really looks than 
hear how great it could look, “with 
a little work.”

3. Check Faucets and Bulbs

Dripping water rattles the nerves, 
discolors sinks and suggests faulty 

or worn-out plumbing. Burned out 
bulbs leave prospects in the dark. 
Don’t let little problems detract 
from what’s right with your home.

4. Don’t Shut Out a Sale

If cabinets or closet doors stick in 
your home, you can be sure they 
will also stick in a prospect’s mind. 
Don’t try to explain away sticky 
situations when you can easily plane 
them away. A little effort on your 
part can smooth the way toward a 
closing.

5. Think Safety

Homeowners learn to live with all 
kinds of self-set booby traps: roller 
skates on the stairs, festooned 
extension cords, slippery throw 
rugs and low hanging overhead 
lights. Make your residence as non-
perilous as possible for uninitiated 
visitors. 

Check out our online 
guide 20 Steps to Help 
You Sell Your Home for the 
remaining valuable tips. 
Visit SunPropertiesAZ.
com/about-fountain-hills.
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KRISTY COUP
Realtor, CDPE, PPS
480-296-3699
kristycoup@gmail.com
www.azkristy.com 

17404 E. MONUMENT COURT IN TRILOGY AT VERDE RIVER
3 BD | 3.5 BA | DEN | 3,044 SQ FT | 5 CG
$1,980,000

Live the life of luxury in the beautiful resort community of Trilogy at Verde River. This stunning home 
is situated on over half an acre with breathtaking mountain views and a backyard oasis. The gourmet 
kitchen is designed for entertaining with Thermador appliances, a large island, a custom wine cabinet 
with refrigeration, ice maker, and a bar with beverage & wine refrigerators. The primary bedroom is a 
true retreat with designer tile, oversized shower, tub, dual vanities, and custom closet system. There 
is over 2,500 square feet of covered patio space that wraps around three sides of the home. Heated 
pool and spa with an ultraviolet sterilization system, firepit, and outdoor kitchen. Both secondary 
bedrooms are ensuite with walk-in closets. Car enthusiasts will appreciate the 5-car garage with room 
for the toys, epoxy flooring, and cabinets.

...a Tradition of Trust

Committed to Providing You
Exceptional Service

What is Title Insurance?

Why Fidelity National Title Agency?

Title insurance assures owners that they are acquiring clear title. It is 
designed to eliminate risk or loss caused by defects in title from the 
past. Title insurance provides coverage only for title problems which 
were already in existence at the time the policy was issued.

• Named to the Fortune 500 on an annual basis
• The only Fortune 500 company in its industry

• Chosen by Forbes as one of The World’s Best Companies
• Selected by Forbes as one of the Best Managed Companies in America
• Named by Forbes to the Platinum 400: America’s Best Big Companies
• 150 years of Title & Escrow Experience

FNTArizona.com        info-fntarizona@fnf.com 480.214.4500
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I n last month’s issue, we 
talked about the history of 
Lakes Mead & Powell on the 

Colorado River, the sources of 
water for Fountain Hills residents. 
The water from Lake Mead makes 
a long journey of 336 miles across 
central and southern Arizona to 
supply 80-percent of the state’s 
population by way of canals. 
These canals are maintained by the 
Central Arizona Project(CAP).

After the turn of the Twentieth Century, the 
seven states that share the Colorado River 
Basin entered an agreement to allocate 
shares of the river’s water. This led to the 
construction of both Glen Canyon Dam 
and Hoover Dam.

In 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed the Colorado River Basin Project 
Act. This authorized the construction 
of CAP by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation. This 
new system provided a way for Arizona’s 
allotment of water from the Colorado River 
to be delivered to the most populous 
areas of Arizona while reducing the use 
of groundwater for agriculture and other 
activities.

The construction of the CAP system started 
in 1973 at Lake Havasu. It was completed 
south of Tucson twenty years later at a cost 
of more than $4 billion.

The CAP is an engineering marvel. Water 
enters the system at Mark Wilmer Pumping 
Plant where it lifts the water more than 
800 feet from Lake Havasu into the 7-mile 
long Buckskin Mountain Tunnel. It flows 
into the open canal where it continues its 
journey across the state. Over the course 
of the entire system, it gets lifted more than 
2,900 feet in total elevation. There are 
fourteen pumping plants, a hydroelectric 
pump/generating plant at New Waddell 
Dam (Lake Pleasant), 39 radial gate 
structures to control the flow of water, and 
more than 50 turnouts to deliver water.

The canal loses about 1-percent of its 
annual flow each year to evaporation. 
Depending on flow, the water takes 5-7 
days to go from the beginning to the end 
of the aqueduct. It has more than 80 long-
term water users that include municipal 
and industrial customers, agricultural users, 
and Native American tribes.

Few natural resources are as precious 
as water. The Central Arizona Project 
provides reliable, renewable water from 
the Colorado River. This makes Arizona’s 
economy stronger, and residents can enjoy 
a higher quality of life.

Learn more about the Central Arizona 
Project at cap-az.com

THE HISTORY OF 
ARIZONA CANALS



22 23SUNPROPERTIESAZ.COM SUNPROPERTIESAZ.COM

Like it never even happened.®

SERVPRO® of North Central Mesa

ServProNorthCentralMesa.com
480-553-7103

Independently Owned and Operated

DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

13228 N. VISTA DEL LAGO DRIVE
3 BD | 2 BA | 1,386 SQ FT | 2 CG
$525,000

Only steps to Fountain Lake, this home’s bright and sunny interior offers open concept living featuring 
a wood-burning fireplace. The eat-in kitchen features a center island, metal tile backsplash, sizable 
pantry, as well as plenty of cabinetry. A 3-bedroom split floorplan allows for privacy when family or 
friends visit. Watch local wildlife go by from the natural surroundings of the backyard.
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A visit to the Musical Instrument 
Museum is more than just a stroll 
among interesting instruments 

from around the world. It is an 
experience that is enriching, inspiring, 
fascinating, and just plain fun.

MIM’s founder Bob Ulrich (then CEO 
of Target Corporation) was inspired to 
develop a new kind of museum that 
focused on the kind of instruments played 
every day by people worldwide. Today, the 
collection has over 8,000 instruments from 
more than 200 countries.

In the five Geographic Galleries, guests 
can see, hear, and experience musical 
traditions from every corner of the globe. 
These galleries focus on the major world 
regions of Africa, the Middle East, Asia and 
Oceania, Latin America, Europe, and the 
United States and Canada. Many of the 
instruments are rare and the finest of their 
kind. Many are historically significant and 
are part of distinctive musical cultures.

You will don a museum-issued headset, 
and as you approach video monitors in the 
various exhibit spaces, the videos begin to 
play footage of musical performances that 
show instruments played in their original 

contexts. The video combined with the 
sounds of the music transports you to other 
cultures and their unique styles of music 
and dance.

When you finish your tour of the museum, 
you will feel an appreciation for diverse 
cultures and the craftsmanship and 
traditions of instrument makers from 
the past to the present. Your sensory 
experience will pull on your emotions in 
ways you may not expect.

In addition to MIM’s regular museum 
exhibits, you can attend a wide range of 
concerts in their beautiful concert hall 
throughout the year. MIM also offers 
classes for children up to age 10, field 
trips for school groups, and a STEM video 
collection for educators.

Be sure to check out the oldest instrument 
in the museum: a paigu goblet drum. It 
dates to China’s Neolithic period and is 
estimated to have been created between 
5000 and 4000 BCE. The drumhead may 
have been made of snake or frog skin.

For more information about the 
museum, visit mim.org.

A Journey through Musical Cultures around the World

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENT
MUSEUM
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WAYS SMART HOME TECHNOLOGY 
IMPROVES YOUR LIFE7 

W hen you were given chores as a teenager, 
did you ever respond with, “Why can’t 
someone invent a self-cleaning floor?” 

Of course, someone eventually invented the 
iRobot floor cleaners. Going back farther in 
time, someone said, “Why can’t someone in-
vent a machine to wash the clothes for us?” 
And someone did!

Today, the opportunities for adding automated 
features to our homes are growing. Using Wi-Fi 
and Bluetooth technology allows our devices to 
“talk” to one another and for us to “talk” to our 
homes, even from long distances.

We call these homes with automation technolo-
gies “Smart Homes”. The benefits of turning your 
home into a Smart Home are tremendous.

CONVENIENCE
You can schedule your thermostat according to 
your living habits, tell your oven to preheat while 
you’re in line at the grocery store, and see who 
is ringing your doorbell and even converse with 
them with devices like Ring doorbells.

SECURITY 
Self-monitoring is made easy with smartphone 
apps. Add cameras, motion sensors, automated 
door locks, fire alarms, and carbon monoxide de-
tectors. You can also install leak detectors to alert 
you to increased moisture so you can proactively 
protect your home from costly damage.

ACCESSIBILITY
Many accessible features are available for the el-
derly or disabled. Voice-command systems can 
control lights, lock doors, operate a telephone 
or computer. Other devices help the speech im-
paired. Even labor-intensive tasks like watering 
the lawn can be automated.

EFFICIENCY
Create automations for shutting off lights when 
you leave a room, adjust the thermostat when 
you’re away, and operate motorized shades. Pair 
automations with energy-efficient appliances to 
find new ways to save on electricity, water, and 
natural gas.

RESALE
Adding Smart Home features is a good way to 
improve the resale value of your home. These 
features can attract savvy homebuyers in the future 
and potentially increase the value of your home.

HOME MANAGEMENT INSIGHTS
Monitor how much TV you watch, get an inventory 
on food in your smart fridge, and get an overview 
of your energy consumption habits over time. 
These insights help you to modify your daily habits 
and behaviors to live a lifestyle that improves 
efficiency.

SAVE MONEY ON INSURANCE
Check with your insurance company to see if they 
offer discounts on your homeowners’ insurance. 
Find out which smart devices and systems quali-
fy for discounts. These may include thermostats, 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, motion 
detectors, moisture and humidity sensors, and 
smart security systems.

The great thing about adding smart home 
technology and automation is that you do not 
have to do it all at once. You can add different 
features a little at a time, making it affordable as 
you go. Soon, you will be “talking” with your 
home and accomplishing more with less effort 
and thought.
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

THE SONORAN 
LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
Hometeam@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

14850 E. GRANDVIEW DRIVE #104
3 BD | 3 BA | 2,240 SQ FT | 2 CG
$700,000

Be part of the new ADERO Scottsdale resort lifestyle. Your purchase includes exclusive membership 
at the Club at ADERO Scottsdale (available to very few Villas) where you can enjoy fitness, two pools, 
a spa, tennis, pickle ball, and the renowned Cielo Restaurant, all a short walk through a private access 
gate. This stunning, ground level luxury villa offers gracious casual living with large patios and luscious 
landscape with striking mountain views. The home is elegantly appointed with a kitchen perfect for 
gourmet excursions and entertaining, a large great room with gas fireplace, and luxurious bathrooms. 
The home features two full master suites—perfect for family and out of town guests.
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LEARN HOW TO 
COOK THIS SUMMER

S ummer is a great time to find unique 
activities to do indoors to stay out of 
the heat. Why not turn the oven off at 

your house and take some cooking classes 
with friends or family?

Whether you are a complete novice in the 
kitchen or you’ve been cooking for years, 
there is always room for improvement. Even 
the finest chefs constantly improve their 
skills. Cooking classes can also broaden your 
culinary horizons by introducing you to new 
cuisines. Check out some of these fun options 
not far from home.

ARIZONA CULINARY INSTITUTE

Go big by getting a diploma in Culinary Arts, 
Baking, and Restaurant Management, or get a 
certificate in Culinary Arts or Baking & Pastry. 
The Arizona Culinary Institute offers a small 
group setting in a comfortable environment. 
The hands-on learning experience provides 
far more success than classroom or online 
formats.
Azculinary.edu

CLASSIC COOKING ACADEMY

Whether you are a knife-shy beginner or want 
to expand your home-cooking skills, look no 
further. The Classic Cooking Academy guides 
you through single cooking classes that focus 
on a variety of skills. Learn techniques rather 
than just reading a recipe and become the 
master of your kitchen. They also offer kids 
and teens camps each year.
Ccacademy.edu

SWEET BASIL COOKING SCHOOL

Sweet Basil is Scottsdale’s premier gourmet 
store, cooking school, and market café all in 
one. Knowing how to cook is more than just 
surviving. It is a means to making us whole, 
healthy, and happy. Take a hands-on cooking 
class under the guidance of a professionally 
trained chef and instructors.
Sweetbasilgourmet.com

CUISINE BY CELINE

Learn brand-new skills or hone existing ones. 
Become a better cook at home or find a new 
twist on an old recipe. A professional chef will 
oversee your entire experience while you do 
the cooking. They can accommodate all kinds 
of diets.
Cuisinebyceline.com

SUR LA TABLE

Build your skills and develop your cooking 
confidence with comprehensive, multi-session 
courses. Or sign-up for single classes to focus 
on a single technique or dish. You can even 
take an online cooking class where you invite 
Sur La Table’s chefs into your kitchen through 
live, online sessions.
Surlatable.com/cooking-classes-1/
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