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Ah Spring!  While the mercury is 
starting to rise, we still have lovely 
evenings and manageable daytime 
temperatures, and the season 
reminds us of why we love living 
here!  

Not only in the temperature 
rising outside, but so, too, is our 
housing market. We have helped 
our clients navigate a housing 
market like no other and have 
experienced a remarkable year in 
the world of real estate. Many of 
our associates were acknowledged 
by RE/MAX International for their 
achievements in 2020. We have 
recognized them on pages 10-11.

Speaking of a hot market, we 
have a great article on pages 12-
13 that detail the phenomenal 
job growth that has made the 
Phoenix Metro one of the hottest 
real estate markets in the country,  
accelerating at a rate like we have 
never seen before. 

We love to use the pages of Desert 
Vibe to acquaint you with the 
Sonoran Desert and the lifestyle 
you can create in this environment. 
So, we introduce you to the 
amazing creosote plant on pages 
20-21. We also take you into a bit 
of the history of the Tonto National 
Forest and explore some of the 
amenities it offers on pages 30-31.

Above all else, Desert Vibe 
is created to help you find 
more reasons to love our local 
communities and the natural 
environment as much as we do. 
In this issue, we introduce you 
to the Fountain Hills Chamber of 
Commerce on pages 16-17 and 
give you a glimpse of the work 
of local artist Judi Yates on pages 
14-15. And, now that COVID is 
easing up a bit, be sure to catch 
our local events listed on pages 
6-7, providing even more reasons 
to get out and enjoy the marvelous 
spring weather! 



Seems everyone is talking about the rate of appreciation these days.  As 
you’ll see in this month’s report, Year-Over-Year Sales Price Increase for the 
markets we follow has been astounding: These markets show a 25-35% 
increase.  Yet, another number we feel is important is the rate of increase 
of Price Per Square Foot ($/ft).  Thanks to Cromford Reports, a Valley-wide 
group that provides monthly analysis to the real estate industry, we can 
see that appreciation of $/ft in our markets is a bit more tame, between 
10-15%.  

So where does the difference lie?  Mostly in the type of properties being 
offered during any given season.  Both of these number sets gives us 
an indication of phenomenal appreciation, and both are correct to 
some degree given a specific snapshot in time.  To fully understand your 
property’s value, either might be an indication, but your RE/MAX real 
estate professional is best equipped to analyze where your market value is 
TODAY and give you the tools to understand if now is the right time to take 
advantage of that appreciation.  

And, if you’re thinking of buying, you likely still have a significant 
opportunity for future appreciation.  As we have stated previously, the 
warning signs of over-building and over-leveraging present in 2008 are 
nowhere to be seen in this current market.  

If you wonder about finding your next home, we can help you figure that 
out as well!  We have strategies to help you go from one home to the next, 
and the experience to guide you through these uncertain times.   

Information provided courtesy of Arizona Regional Multiple Listing
*Information provided courtesy of Cromford Reports
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MAY
MARKET SNAPSHOT

66 27 110
RESIDENTIAL SOLD 

MAR. 2020: 68
RESIDENTIAL SOLD

MAR. 2020: 21
RESIDENTIAL SOLD

MAR. 2020: 102

176 67 278
RESIDENTIAL SOLD YTD

YTD 2020: 166
RESIDENTIAL SOLD YTD

YTD 2020: 44
RESIDENTIAL SOLD YTD

YTD 2020: 243

61 45 115
ACTIVE LISTINGS

MAR. 2020: 115
ACTIVE LISTINGS

MAR. 2020: 93
ACTIVE LISTINGS
MAR. 2020: 242

30%
54

35%
110

25%
76

YOY SALES PRICE INCREASE
YOY 2020: 15.4%

AVG DAYS ON MARKET 
MAR. 2020: 101

YOY SALES PRICE INCREASE
YOY 2020: 10.1%

AVG DAYS ON MARKET 
MAR. 2020: 124

YOY SALES PRICE INCREASE
YOY 2020: 13.7%

AVG DAYS ON MARKET 
MAR. 2020: 81

$1,463,891 $754,857 $978,147
AVG LIST PRICE 

MAR. 2020: $1,264,052
AVG LIST PRICE 

MAR. 2020: $689,578
AVG LIST PRICE 

MAR. 2020: $956,438

$1,015,736 $856,089 $698,779
AVG SALE PRICE

MAR. 2020: $828,445
AVG SALE PRICE

MAR. 2020: $479,218
AVG SALE PRICE

MAR. 2020: $564,985

$982,820 $702,686 $673,726
AVG SALE PRICE YTD
MAR. 2020: $759,568

AVG SALE PRICE YTD
MAR. 2020: $519,608

AVG SALE PRICE YTD
MAR. 2020: $539,447

SCOTTSDALE
85259

THE VERDES 
85263

FOUNTAIN HILLS 
85268
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FOUNTAIN HILLS DAY
MAY 15 | 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

The Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce 
is debuting it first annual Fountain Hills Day 
this year. This is a revamp of the former 
Community Expo. This family-friendly 
event will combine local businesses, clubs, 
organizations, schools, hobbies, and more. 
For an added dose of fun, there will also be 
local food tastings, music, and activities for 
the kids. Sponsorships are available.

FountainHillsChamber.com/community-expo

ASHI CPR/AED CLASS
MAY 15 | 9:00-11:30 AM

This class combines CPR and AED training 
for lay people. The class covers medical 
emergencies, sudden cardiac arrest, chain 
of survival, CPR/AED use, and choking. 
Great for certified caregivers, babysitters, 
nannies, teachers, school staff, childcare 
providers, fitness trainers, camp counselors, 
coaches, parents, bus drivers, etc. Cost is 
$35. Registration required.

Fh.az.gov/189/activity-center

BABYSITTER SAFETY, CPR 
& FIRST AID
MAY 22 | 9:00 AM – NOON

Become a certified babysitter. Build 
essential skills on how to provide a safe and 
nurturing setting for infants through school 
age children. Cost is $50. Registration is 
required.

Fh.az.gov/189/activity-center

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
MAY 31 

This year’s ceremony will be hosted by 
American Legion Post #58 at the Veteran’s 
Memorial. Get event details on their 
website: azalpost58.org

BINGO!
TUESDAYS | 11:30 AM

Bingo sales begin at 11:30 AM and pre-
registered participants must check in by 
12:45 PM. Limited to 50 pre-registrations. 
Games begin at 1:30 PM and run to 4:00 
PM. Open to the public. Must be 18 to play. 
Sponsored by Encore for More!

Fh.az.gov/189/activity-center

TUESDAY NIGHT RIDE WITH 
McDOWELL MOUNTAIN CYCLES
TUESDAYS | 6:30 PM

This all-ability night mountain bike ride lasts 
about 1.5 hours. No one rides alone. Meet 
in the Four Peaks lot across the road from 
the Competition Loops. BYOB (beer) for the 
after-ride fun. Helmets and lights required.

McDowellMountainCycles.com/mmc-life

BEGINNERS DROP-IN PAINT STUDIO
WEDNESDAYS | 2:30-5:30 PM

Paint for a day or paint for a year! Open 
Studio allows you to bring a favorite photo 
to paint for a $10 drop-in fee. Includes 3 
hours of fun and instruction. $5 materials fee 
for Canvas, paints, brushes, etc.

Fh.az.gov/189/activity-center

L O C A L  E V E N T S

MAY &
JUNE 
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional property management.  
RE/MAX Sun Properties has managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010. 

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services are the perfect fit for 
clients who wish for their real estate investment to accomplish three goals: 

MAXIMIZE INCOME POTENTIAL 

 MINIMIZE LIABILITY AND RISK

MANAGE FOR INCREASED FUTURE VALUE

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

16704 E Ave of the Fountains, #101  
Fountain Hills, AZ

Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com  
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS 

management services

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional 
property management. RE/MAX Sun Properties has 
managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010.

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services 
are the perfect fit for clients who wish for their real estate 
investment to accomplish three goals:

Maximize Income Potential  •  Minimize Liability 
And Risk  •  Manage For Increased Future Value

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
16704 E Ave of the Fountains #101, Fountain Hills, AZ
Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com

...a Tradition of Trust

Committed to Providing You
Exceptional Service

What is Title Insurance?

Why Fidelity National Title Agency?

Title insurance assures owners that they are acquiring clear title. It is 
designed to eliminate risk or loss caused by defects in title from the 
past. Title insurance provides coverage only for title problems which 
were already in existence at the time the policy was issued.

• Named to the Fortune 500 on an annual basis
• The only Fortune 500 company in its industry

• Chosen by Forbes as one of The World’s Best Companies
• Selected by Forbes as one of the Best Managed Companies in America
• Named by Forbes to the Platinum 400: America’s Best Big Companies
• 150 years of Title & Escrow Experience

FNTArizona.com        info-fntarizona@fnf.com 480.214.4500
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AWARDS FOR
A YEAR WELL-DONE
RE/MAX Sun Properties associates 
celebrated a remarkable year of 
real estate at their annual awards 
ceremony on March 30. Twenty-six 
agents were honored for outstand-
ing performances, and for their care 
and dedication to clients during the 
challenges of the pandemic year. 
Realtors in Arizona are considered 
“essential workers,” and have been 
on the front lines assisting clients 
throughout the past year. 

The company celebrated produc-
tion volume of $140 million during 
2020 that included agents joining 
as a result of a merger with So-
noran Lifestyle Real Estate. That 
level of production earned the com-
pany a top spot among local agen-
cies, and the company is well on 
track to outdo that in 2021. In the 
first quarter of this year alone, they 
have already reached $41 million in 
sales volume, leading the Fountain 
Hills and Rio Verde markets in resi-
dential sales.  

Achievement levels were awarded 
to these RE/MAX Sun Properties 
agents:  

EXECUTIVE CLUB
Elma Bachman Team, Pam Foster, 
Diane Graham, Rosa Janssen, Bill 
Kulekowskis, Toni LePoer, Mike 

Nabers, Suzanne Nann, Peggy Rae, 
Barbara Turks, Debbie Weinrich

100% CLUB
Tina Nabers, Merry Silbaugh, Erica 
West

PLATINUM CLUB
Kristy Coup, Peggy Moran, Dori 
Wittrig & The Sonoran Lifestyle 
Team 

CHAIRMAN’S CLUB
Michael Moore

GOLD STATUS
Vreny Middleton

Kristy Coup was celebrated as List-
ing Agent of the Year and Peggy 
Moran as Selling Agent of the Year. 
Michael Moore was awarded Overall 
Sales Person of the Year and was 
presented with a special award 
from RE/MAX International as the 
#7 Highest Producer in the state of 
Arizona.

The Sonoran Lifestyle Team of Dori 
Wittrig, Toni LePoer, John Weil and 
Michelle Campbell-Monks earned 
the top spot for Sales Team of the 
Year.

Staff and Management were also 
honored with “The Heart of RE/

MAX Sun Properties” plaques, 
with special recognition going 
to the company’s founder, Mike 
Nabers, and Operations Director, 
Dawn Woods.  These individuals 
were instrumental in the compa-
ny’s merger during the heat of 
the COVID pandemic. 

Dori Wittrig, President and Desig-
nated Broker, personally thanked 
and acknowledged each member 
of the group for the success-
ful merger, acknowledging the 
steady production and customer 
care levels that were maintained 
during very uncertain and difficult 
times.   

“This entire team showed creativ-
ity, grit and professionalism in 
very unsure times. They han-
dled the fears and challenges of 
their clients and customers with 
courage.  I’m so grateful to work 
with this dedicated group of pro-
fessionals who put their client’s 
concerns ahead of their own and 
helped people achieve their real 
estate goals, even in the worst of 
times,” says Wittrig.  “I am incred-
ibly proud to call each of them 
my colleagues.” 
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While the housing market has been hot across 
much of the country, it has been on fire in 
Maricopa County over the last year.  And it seems 
that the basis for this growth goes beyond a 
short-term trend.

The Phoenix metro area has long been a sunbelt 
retiree economy. But after the Great Recession 
of 2008, local government leaders worked hard 
to restructure our economic strategies. This shift 
purposefully sought to bring in a wide range of 
industries. 

The Phoenix metro area remains at the top for 
attracting high-quality workers, retaining jobs, 
and providing a great environment for startups.

MARICOPA COUNTY #1 FOR 
ATTRACTING & RETAINING JOBS

A study by the labor-analytics firm Emsi showed 
Maricopa County at No. 1 for attracting and 
retaining high-quality workers. Some of the 
county’s recent developments pushed it to the 
top in the report. These include Intel’s expansion 
of its Fab 42 factory and the county’s growth 
as a leader in advanced manufacturing and 
semiconductors. This has fueled a major increase 
in skilled jobs.

“Perhaps what is most striking about Maricopa’s 
economy is the breadth and depth of industries,” 
the report said. “It’s reasonable to assume 
Maricopa is benefiting from a feedback loop: 
existing talent attracts firms and investment, 
which in turn attracts more talent.”

Chris Camacho, president and CEO of the 
Greater Phoenix Economic Council, said 
Maricopa County has become more competitive 
against other areas of the country for corporate 
expansions and relocations.

PHOENIX IS #7 FOR STARTUPS

The real estate investment platform Roofstock 
recently released a report that ranked Phoenix 

as #7 for new business formation. The report 
estimates that more than 6,108 businesses are 
being created annually, representing more than 
37,785 jobs.

After the Great Recession, Arizona and its cities 
put together an economic policy to go after 
high-value jobs. And it worked! The job market 
is more diverse than ever in Maricopa County. 
Job seekers with tech skills may find numerous 
opportunities in Phoenix, drawing both recent 
grads and seasoned professionals. 

Ten of the top industries in Phoenix for job 
growth include: health, technology, energy, 
construction, media, transportation, hospitality, 
finance, real estate, and consumer retail.

Part of what attracts businesses to Phoenix is the 
lower cost of doing business than many other 
metros. Job seekers are attracted to the cost of 
living, which is far more affordable than cities like 
Los Angeles or San Francisco.

HOUSING SHORTAGE

This rapid influx of people from across the country 
has contributed to a housing shortage. Not 
only has the population experienced significant 
growth, but new construction homes took a 
back seat since the beginning of the 2008 Great 
Recession. 

According to a July 2020 article on the Phoenix.
gov website, a “housing gap analysis of the 
current housing need and the available housing 
stock shows that Phoenix currently has a need 
for 163,067 additional housing units”. Since the 
above statistics were released in July 2020, the 
housing shortage has become even more acute 
in the entire Phoenix area.  

At RE/MAX Sun Properties, we have strategies to 
help you achieve success in the search for your 
next home.  Let’s discuss the myriad of ways we 
can assist you!  

PHOENIX IS AMONG 
THE TOP METROS
IN THE U.S. FOR JOBS
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It all started for Judi Yates in 1995 when 
she purchased authentic jewelry from the 
Navajo reservation and sold it at Southtique, 
a Fountain Hills shop that was popular in that 
by-gone era. 

But then, everything changed during a trip to 
Tucson. She saw stones and rocks and started 
visualizing what they might look like in a piece 
of jewelry. The images in her head were a 
contemporary version of Southwest jewelry.

When she got home from that trip, she told 
her husband, Jim, “I’m going to learn how to 
silversmith.”

Not only did Jim support her new pursuit, but 
he joined her to learn silversmithing. He also 
learned lapidary, the cutting and polishing of 
stones.

Judi’s handcrafted jewelry designs hit the 
market at just the right time. No one else was 
creating a contemporary Southwest design 
that featured brilliant color combinations of 
native stones.

“I am inspired to create works that are both 
culturally relevant, but are also imbued with 
the rare and sublime beauty found in nature,” 
Judi says.

Her business, known as Designs by Judi 
Yates, quickly grew in popularity, as she and 
Jim participated in 26 shows a year across 
the country. As the business grew, she hired 
seven silversmiths to help her keep up with 
demand.

When her first granddaughter was born, her 
daughter asked her when she was going 

to slow down. Judi decided to open a local 
gallery instead of traveling. She first opened 
the doors of Yates Gallery seventeen years 
ago on Avenue of the Fountains. Over time, 
she converted it to a co-op with other local 
artists, renaming it the Fountain Hills Artist’s 
Gallery. Judi retired two years ago, but the 
gallery is still going strong today.

When Judi was still traveling, she noticed 
that Santa Fe, New Mexico had artists gather 
weekly in the town center. This inspired her 
in 2009 to petition the Town of Fountain 
Hills to host a similar gathering on Avenue 
of the Fountains. Since then, she has been 
managing Art on the Avenue from October 
through April every year. Local businesses 
love the traffic from the event, making it their 
busiest day of the week. 

Judi’s motto, which she loves to share with 
women’s groups, is: “Find your passion and 
you will feel the joy.”

One of Judi’s joyous moments was when 
a woman approached her years ago and 
said, “You’re wearing a Judi Yates pendant. 
I recognize it because my husband buys me 
jewelry from her.” Judi said, “I am Judi Yates!”

You can find Judi’s jewelry at On the Edge 
Gallery in Old Town Scottsdale or seasonally 
at Art on the Avenue or the two Fountain 
Festivals of Fine Arts & Crafts.

Learn more about Judi’s work on her 
Facebook page at Designs by Judi Yates, 
or her Instagram @ judi_r._yates.

Meet Local Artist
Judi Yates
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Every year, thousands of entrepreneurs 
launch a new business that creates jobs and 
spurs innovation. These businesses are a 
significant driver of the U.S. economy. And 
many of these startups specifically serve 
their local community. Many of them find 
the education, networking, marketing, and 
business advocacy they need to succeed 
through a local Chamber of Commerce.

The Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce 
provides its members with over 140 events, 
meetings, and networking opportunities 
each year. It offers ten different marketing 
resources that include a Business Directory 
available online and in the printed 
Community Guide. They provide members 
a platform for job posting, notary services, 
and three complimentary board rooms for 

meeting space. They also house Fountain 
Hills’ official Visitor’s Center.

“The pandemic has been extremely difficult 
for businesses, non-profits, and even for 
us,” said Betsy LaVoie, the President and 
CEO of the Fountain Hills Chamber of 
Commerce. “We accepted the challenge 
to pivot as much as possible to continue 
meeting the needs of our members. For 
example, the Thanksgiving Day Parade 
pivoted to a Parade of Thanksgiving Turkey 
Drive to support the Extended Hands Food 
Bank. The 2020 Annual Gala pivoted to 
a drive-thru dinner and virtual program. 
And we launched a Facebook ‘event’ 
during last year’s lockdown to allow local 
restaurants to post their menus and take-out 
procedures.”

Fountain Hills
Chamber of Commerce

The Survive Today, Thrive Tomorrow 
campaign helped market Chamber 
members through Facebook Live 
“commercials” and reached thousands 
of residents. Members placed a Survive 
Today, Thrive Tomorrow cling in their 
window to indicate that they were “Open 
for Business.” These efforts resulted in 
tremendous support of our local businesses 
and have led to a rapid economic recovery 
in our community.

The Chamber hosts many community-
minded events. These include Oktoberfest, 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, Stroll in the 
Glow, Mayor’s State-of-the-Town Address, 
mayoral debates, Meet the Candidates 
Forums, Fountain Hills Day, and the Non-
Profit of the Month program. As residents 
and visitors participate in these events, they 
engage with one another and embrace the 
unique community spirit of Fountain Hills. 

How is the Chamber, itself a non-profit, 
able to host all these events and offer the 
lowest member dues in the entire Metro 

area? They do this by hosting the two large 
art festivals each year. These events allow 
the Chamber to serve the community in 
such a valuable way. Many local non-profits 
use the Fountain Festival as their major 
fundraiser for the entire year. The events 
also increase our Tourism and Economic 
Development efforts, bringing in over 
200,000 people during a single weekend. 
They support  local restaurants, hoteliers, 
gas stations and grocery stores, while 
providing an economic opportunity for 
artisans and food vendors.

If you own a local business or want more 
information about Chamber events, visit 
FountainHillsChamber.com.
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

THE SONORAN 
LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
Hometeam@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

12807 N. SUNRIDGE DRIVE
6 BD | 4.5 BA | 7,360 SQ FT | 4+ CG
$2,550,000

Privately gated estate with views of McDowells, SunRidge Canyon and Four Peaks from elevated 
patios with endless views. On the main level, a commercial kitchen, amazing dining, open great room, 
oversized bonus room perfect for billiards and more, a private owner’s suite, and 3 bedroom suites. 
Downstairs is a pub room, bath, media room and two more bedrooms. Outdoors, a newer main level 
pool with a water feature, outdoor kitchen, fireplace and firepit, and viewing deck to enjoy the night 
sky! Extra deep, extra tall, four-stall garage for 7+ cars! Gorgeous home and no HOA!
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Don’t you love the smell of rain in the 
desert? Did you know that it comes 
from the creosote bushes? The waxy, 
dark green leaves are covered in tiny oil 
droplets. When moisture comes into 
contact with it, it releases that refreshing 
scent most of us love. The scent is potent 
enough that you can smell rain up to two 
miles away.

Larrea tridentata, also known as 
creosote bush, greasewood and 
chaparral, is prominent in the Mojave, 
Sonoran, and Chihuahuan Deserts of 
western North America. It can grow 
up to ten feet tall and produces yellow 
flowers with five petals in the spring.

The leaves are bitter, but desert iguanas 
and chuckwallas will eat them, as does 
the jackrabbit if it can find nothing else 
to eat. Desert woodrats and kangaroo 
rats enjoy its seeds. And twenty-two 
species of bees thrive on their flowers.

These bushes are long-lived plants. 
When it is 30-90 years old, the oldest 
branches die and the crown splits 
into separate crowns and continues 
to thrive. The “King Clone” creosote 
ring in Lucerne Valley, California is the 
oldest living organism on Earth with an 
estimated age of 11,700 years.

Creosote, or chaparral as it is known 
in its medicinal form, has been used 
by Native Americans for hundreds of 
years for a wide variety of maladies. 
Ethnobotanist Gary Nabhan of 
Northern Arizona University’s Center 
for Sustainable Environments found 
that indigenous people used it for at 
least fourteen afflictions and diseases, 
including colds, chest infections, 
intestinal discomfort, menstrual cramps, 
nausea, wounds, poisons, swollen 
limbs, dandruff, body odor, postnasal 
drip, and more.

Further research shows that it has 
compounds that serve as an antiherpes, 
antioxidant, antifungal, and anti-
inflammatory.

According to the United States Food 
and Drug Administration, it should not 
be used as an internal medicine as it is 
toxic to the liver.

If you love the smell of the desert rain, 
gather a few sprigs or short branches, 
tie them together, and hang them in the 
shower. The steam produced from the 
warm shower will release the scent of 
the oils on the leaves.

Creosote:
Medicine In The Desert
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5 GUYS CONSTRUCTION: THE OVERHEAD CARE CLUB
All it takes is the tiniest pin head-sized opening for water to find a way through your roof. 
And when it does, it quickly destroys your safety, comfort, and possessions. Even worse, you 
may not even know water has entered your house until it is too late. Each year, weather that 
brings water causes an average of $11 billion of damage to American homes. That’s why we 
recommend 5 Guys Construction to our clients and even our friends and family. Their Over-
head Care Club gives you peace of mind, knowing that your roof is ready and protected 
from whatever Mother Nature sends your way. As an Overhead Care Club member, you will 
receive:

• ANNUAL GUTTER CLEANING  
 (UP TO 150 FEET)

• 17-POINT SAFETY ANALYSIS

• SKYLIGHT CLEANING

• ATTIC ANALYSIS

• DEBRIS REMOVAL

• GUARANTEED APPOINTMENTS  
 WITHIN 24 HOURS

• REDUCED DIAGNOSTIC FEE

• 10% DISCOUNT ON REPAIRS

If your roof is more than 20-years-old, it’s probably due for a replacement. But younger roofs 
can fail, too, making an annual inspection a valuable part of protecting your home. It doesn’t 
take much effort to prevent water damage from a leaky roof.

CONTACT 5 GUYS CONSTRUCTION 
at 480-892-5311 or by visiting fiveguysconstruction.com

16308 E. POWDERHORN DRIVE
4 BD | 4 BA | 3,509 SQ FT | 3 CG
$1,000,000

Enchanting territorial home with incredible views of Four Peaks and Red Rock from the resort-like back 
yard.  The Great Room with built-in Cantina and gas fireplace is the perfect place to gather.  Entertain 
on covered patio with built-in fireplace and gas grill.  Swim in heated pool spa with waterfall.  There’s 
also a dog run and dog kennel.  An exceptional home!

TINA NABERS
Realtor, ABR, CLHMS, GRI, ePRO, PPS
Marketing Specialist
602-653-0142
Tina@TinaNabers.com
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1 .  I R I S H  C U LT U R A L  C E N T E R

The Irish Cultural Center’s property features unique structures that will take you back 
in time in Ireland. The traditional Irish Cottage is modelled after a rural farmhouse with 
authentic Irish furnishings. The An Halla More, or Great hall, provides space for ceilis, 
dance lessons, workshops, celebrations, and more. The three-story McClelland Library 
resembles a traditional 12th century castle. It houses Irish books and publications and a 
genealogy research center. Enjoy the historic, artistic, and cultural exhibitions. AZirish.org

3 .  J A PA N E S E  F R I E N DS H I P  GA R D E N

The Japanese Friendship Garden was created in 1987 to cement the bonds of friendship 
between the Sister Cities of Himeji, Japan and the City of Phoenix. The garden has a 
traditional Japanese hide-and-reveal design that allows visitors to stroll the curved paths 
to discover intentionally hidden views of the landscape. It includes a lake with koi fish, a 
stream, a waterfall, Japanese sculptures, and carefully selected vegetation. The decorative 
features and thousands of hours of design guidance for construction were gifts from the City 
of Himeji. It is a beautiful and serene garden in the heart of Phoenix. It offers educational 
and artistic programs to help visitors celebrate the rich history and culture of Japan.
JapaneseFriendshipGarden.org

2 .  H E A R D  MUS E UM

Founded in 1929, the Heard Museum has gained international acclaim as one of the best 
places to experience the myriad cultures of the American Indians of the Southwest. It is 
known for its spectacular exhibit galleries, educational programming, and festivals. Its 
dedicated advancement of American Indian art presents the stories of the indigenous 
people from a first-person perspective. Heard.org

4 .  T UM AC ACO R I  N AT I O N A L  H I STO R I C A L  PA R K

In the Santa Cruz River Valley south of Tucson, the ancient O’odham, Yaqui, and Apache 
people met and mingled with European Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries, settlers, and 
soldiers. Sometimes they met in conflict and sometimes in cooperation. This park will take 
you down the timeworn paths to discover the vibrant cultures and traditions of long ago. 
Nps.gov/tuma

Ways to Experience 
Another Culture without 
Leaving the Country4
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

COMING SOON!
15125 E. ZAPATA DRIVE
3 BD | 2.5 BA | 2,594 SQ FT | 3 CG | POOL 
$800,000

Bright and sunny Southwest contemporary with vega beams and poles. Open Great Room, large and 
open kitchen, and beautiful formal dining space or additional den. All rooms have stunning views, 
mainly of Four Peaks and Superstitions, but also of McDowells. This one will go fast!

15226 E. PALOMINO BLVD. 
2 BD + DEN | 2 BA | 1,963 SQ FT | 3 CG
$525,000

Big views of Four Peaks, Mazatzals, Superstitions, and Red Rock! Classy single-level, right-sized home 
on 1/3 acre lot with room for a pool. Open and sunny with a beautiful Great Room, plenty of windows, 
sliding doors for easy patio access, and wood-burning fireplace. Owner’s suite has a large walk-in 
closet, dual vanities, and access to the back patio. An office, flex space or hobby room gives you 
options.
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Like it never even happened.®

SERVPRO® of North Central Mesa

ServProNorthCentralMesa.com
480-553-7103

Independently Owned and Operated

DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

COMING SOON : NEW “HARR FAMILY HOMES”  
CUSTOM HOME 
15420 N. CABRILLO DRIVE
3 BD + DEN | 4 BA | 2,725 SQ FT | 5 CG | $995,000 

New construction by Harr Family Homes, master builders for over 30 years. North Heights neighor-
hood with big views to McDowell Mountains. Discerning buyers will appreciate this very open, view 
oriented plan that features 12’ wide, 10’ high sliding glass doors and a stunning Great Room with 
fireplace and views. Highest quality appliances, fully suited bedrooms, and large great room with 
fireplace, plus a 5-car garage that offers a 38” bay and 10’ garage door.
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Some of the best outdoor recreation 
near The Verdes and Fountain Hills can 
be found in the Tonto National Forest. 

With over 2.9 million acres, the Tonto 
National Forest is the largest national 
forest in Arizona and the seventh largest 
in the United States. It features some 
of the most rugged and beautiful land 
in the country. It ranges from the flat 
lands and cacti in the Sonoran Desert 
to the highlands and pine trees of the 
Mogollon Rim. It is one of the most-
visited “urban” forests in the country 
with three million visitors annually.

Tonto was established in 1905 with the 
purpose of protecting the watersheds 
and major reservoirs within its borders. 
This includes the chain of six man-made 
lakes along the Salt and Verde Rivers. It 
has a rich history in producing copper, 
gold, silver, lead, zinc, uranium, and 
many other metals and minerals. It is 
not heavily timbered, yet it still provides 
4 million board feet of saw logs and 
other forest wood products each year. 
The forest has an abundance of fish and 
wildlife with more than 400 vertebrate 
species. 

Tonto National Forest’s rich heritage 
reaches thousands of years into the 
past as a home to several prehistoric 
indigenous groups who hunted and 

gathered throughout the region. The 
Hohokam arrived in the area about 
a thousand years ago and became 
excellent farmers, craftsmen, traders, 
and warriors. They built large towns 
and villages and dug hundreds of miles 
of irrigation canals around the Phoenix 
area.

For those who love outdoor recreation, 
Tonto has some of the best recreational 
opportunities in the state. There are 
hundreds of miles of trails throughout 
a variety of terrain. Some of the most 
popular include Massacre Falls, Butcher 
Jones at nearby Saguaro Lake, Horton 
Creek, Water Wheel Falls, Picketpost, 
and Fossil Creek.

In addition to dispersed camping 
opportunities, there are also dozens of 
developed campgrounds throughout 
the forest. From beach camping on 
Bartlett Lake to Superstition camping 
near Tortilla Flat, to cool pine camping 
at Christopher Creek, you can find a 
location year-round. 

Other popular activities include rock 
climbing, horseback riding, hunting, 
OHV riding, water activities, and scenic 
drives.

For more information, visit 
fs.usda.gov/main/tonto/home.

Tonto National Forest
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