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What a refreshing monsoon season 
we have had this summer! Our thirsty 
desert benefited from it and our 
year-round residents appreciated 
the relief as temperatures cooled.

The kids are back to school, and we 
are looking forward to some exciting 
community events that are filling 
up our calendar. We are especially 
excited about the two moonlight 
events coming up at McDowell 
Mountain Regional Park. Check out 
our event calendar on pages 6-7 for 
details. And speaking of moonlight...
be sure to mark your calendars for 
all the upcoming celestial events to 
enjoy over the next few months with 
“Ten Things to See in the Night Sky” 
on pages 24-25.

You probably can’t help but notice the 
new housing development growing 
up between the Basha’s center and 
the Post Office. The Havenly is a 
unique housing community that is 
getting us excited. It offers a much-
needed solution for today’s renters. 
You can read about it on pages 12-13.

If you are still looking for a quick 
getaway before the holiday season 
rolls in, we propose a fun day at 

Needle Rock Recreational Area (see 
pages 20-21) or a weekend trip to 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona’s West 
Coast (see pages 30-31).

Finally, we want to thank the Town 
of Fountain Hills for sponsoring 
the September 11 Tribute week 
activities going on September 6-11. 
The Tribute acknowledges those 
lost, the survivors, first responders 
and the kindness and service that 
emanated from those awful days 
after the attack. You’ll find more 
information in the “Local Events” on 
pages 6-7. Let us never forget the 
sacrifices made, but also the acts 
of selflessness and our collective 
national reminder of how service to 
community is one of the bedrocks of 
our democracy.

We’re looking forward to a beautiful 
Fall season, where we remember 
even more than usual how good it 
feels to be of service to each other, 
our community and our world!



Information provided courtesy of Arizona Regional Multiple Listing
*Information provided courtesy of Cromford Reports

The summer of 2021 will have its own distinctive characteristics as we look 
back historically. For us at RE/MAX Sun Properties, the summer has been a 
bit of a respite from the overheated real estate market of the first half of the 
year. Prices continue to trend upward, and homes are still selling quickly, 
but at a calmer pace than in the Spring. Is it the “calm before the storm?” 
Possibly! 

Part of the unique characteristic of Summer ’21 is that travel has gone 
through the roof and it seems the collective population is in a frenzy to make 
up for the lost months, missed family celebrations and reunions. Vacations 
are revered more than ever, an opportunity to explore new places. Travel, 
it seems, has drawn the focus away from the frenzy of the housing search of 
early 2021. But perhaps only temporarily! 

In last month’s edition of Desert Vibe, we discussed the Cromford Market 
Indexes and trends around the Valley of the Sun. Since that time, the 
Cromford Market Index has once again shown a slight upward trend in the 
Northeast Valley markets of Fountain Hills, Scottsdale and Rio Verde. As of 
this writing, the Fountain Hills CMI is at 426 after reaching 423 in early July, 
but still one of the highest indexes in the Valley. Scottsdale CMI is at 395, 
after having dipped to 390 during the same time period. 

Hopefully, the pandemic will allow families to continue enjoying their time 
together as the Fall months approach. Yet, it’s likely that the end of Summer 
will also spell the beginning of another wave of frenetic real estate activity 
as travelers settle back into their normal routine and winter visitors start 
heading south. This will be a great opportunity for Sellers who are timing 
the market and wish to take advantage of prime market indicators. 
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SEPTEMPER MARKET SNAPSHOT

78
RESIDENTIAL SOLD JULY, 2021

RESIDENTIAL SOLD  
JULY, 2020: 78

694
RESIDENTIAL SOLD Y-T-D 

7.31.2021
RESIDENTIAL SOLD Y-T-D 

7.31.2020: 527

115
ACTIVE LISTINGS JULY 2021
ACTIVE LISTINGS JULY-20: 172

22%

38

JULY Y-O-Y SALES PRICE  
INCREASE

Y-O-Y SALES PRICE/FT INCREASE 
SINGLE FAMILY:* 19%

AVG DAYS ON MARKET  
JULY, 2021

AVG DAYS ON MARKET  
JULY, 2020: 125

$921,484
AVG LIST PRICE JULY 2021

AVG LIST PRICE JULY-20: 
$865,096

$657,988
AVG SALE PRICE JULY 2021

AVG SALE PRICE JULY-20:  
$733,133

$702,293
AVG SALE PRICE Y-T-D 7.31.21
AVG SALE PRICE Y-T-D 7.31.20: 

$573,928

49
RESIDENTIAL SOLD JULY, 2021

RESIDENTIAL SOLD  
JULY, 2020: 59

426
RESIDENTIAL SOLD Y-T-D 

7.31.2021
RESIDENTIAL SOLD Y-T-D 

7.31.2020: 357

87
ACTIVE LISTINGS JULY 2021
ACTIVE LISTINGS JULY-20: 85

25%

29

JULY Y-O-Y SALES PRICE 
INCREASE

Y-O-Y SALES PRICE/FT INCREASE 
SINGLE FAMILY:* 25%

AVG DAYS ON MARKET  
JULY, 2021

AVG DAYS ON MARKET  
JULY, 2020: 78

$1,497,765
AVG LIST PRICE JULY 2021

AVG LIST PRICE JULY-20: 
$1,263,225

$938,557
AVG SALE PRICE JULY 2021

AVG SALE PRICE JULY-20: 
$859,731

$985,257
AVG SALE PRICE Y-T-D 7.31.21
AVG SALE PRICE Y-T-D 7.31.20: 

$790,368

SCOTTSDALE
85259

19
RESIDENTIAL SOLD JULY, 2021

RESIDENTIAL SOLD  
JULY, 2020: 19

179
RESIDENTIAL SOLD Y-T-D 

7.31.2021
RESIDENTIAL SOLD Y-T-D 

7.31.2020: 88

21
ACTIVE LISTINGS JULY 2021
ACTIVE LISTINGS JULY-20: 73

37%

33

JULY Y-O-Y SALES PRICE  
INCREASE

Y-O-Y SALES PRICE/FT INCREASE 
SINGLE FAMILY:* 24%

AVG DAYS ON MARKET  
JULY, 2021

AVG DAYS ON MARKET  
JULY, 2020: 85

$938,948
AVG LIST PRICE JULY 2021

AVG LIST PRICE JULY-20: 
$634,353

$824,412
AVG SALE PRICE JULY 2021

AVG SALE PRICE JULY-20: 
$603,389

$742,401
AVG SALE PRICE Y-T-D 7.31.21
AVG SALE PRICE Y-T-D 7.31.20: 

$541,607

THE VERDES 
85263

FOUNTAIN HILLS 
85268
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FH THEATER: RUMORS
SEPTEMBER 10-26
In 1988, Neil Simon needed to cheer himself 
up. The solution was a farce in two acts 
that shows a dinner party gone topsy-turvy. 
An enjoyable romp that has been staged 
countless times all over the country, this is 
one of Simon’s most celebrated comedies.

Fhtaz.org/events/rumors

SEPTEMBER 11 TRIBUTE
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the 
attacks that took the lives of nearly 3,000 
people on Sept. 11. In recognition, the Town 
of Fountain Hills is hosting a week-long 9/11 
Tribute week leading September 6-11. The 
Tribute includes a poetry and art exhibit, 
craft projects to contribute to the ceremony, 
and a stair climb challenge honoring the 
first responders who gave their lives.

fh.az.gov/765/911-Remembrance

SEPTEMBER  
& OCTOBER
L O C A L  E V E N T S

SUMMER NIGHTS  
CAR SHOW
SEPTEMBER 17 | 6:00-8:30 PM
Phil’s Filling Station hosts a great car/bike/
truck show! Have fun with the raffle prizes, 
the 50/50 raffle, giveaways, music, and 
food. Be sure to check out the Coca-Cola 
memorabilia inside the restaurant.

PhilsFillingStationGrill.com

OKTOBERFEST PRE-PARTY: 
GERMAN DANCE PARTY
SEPTEMBER 20 | 5:00-6:00 PM
Break out your dancing shoes for authentic 
German Polka dance lessons taught 
by Love 2Dance. Learn all the steps 
needed for Oktoberfest so you will be 
ready for the dance floor. End the event 
with a beer stein holding contest. This 
event will be held at Georgie’s Diner.

FountainHillsOktoberfest.com

McDOWELL MOUNTAIN 
MILE IN THE MOONLIGHT
SEPTEMBER 20 | 6:00-7:30 PM
Enjoy a beautiful moonlight adventure on this 
short but sweet 1-mile hike.  
Meet Ranger Dave at the Trailhead Staging 
Area at McDowell Mountain Regional Park.

MaricopaCountyParks.net/events

OKTOBERFEST
SEPTEMBER 24-25 | 5-10 PM
Oktoberfest at the Fountain is the ONLY 
authentic German-style Oktoberfest in the 
Phoenix Metro Area. Sing along with old-time 
German drinking songs and dance a jig while 
enjoying the music of a live German band. 
Compete for prizes in the beer stein and 
Alphorn contests. Wear a German costume 
and receive a $5 food voucher. Enjoy traditional 
German food: pretzels, strudel, schnitzel, 
sauerkraut, German sausage, and more!

FountainHillsOktoberfest.com

BALLET UNDER THE STARS
SEPTEMBER 29 | 7:00 PM
Ballet Arizona is once again bringing Ballet 
Under the Stars to Fountain Hills! Performed 
on an outdoor stage in Fountain Park, Ballet 
Under the Stars allows the community to 
enjoy dance in a unique outdoor setting 
complete with professional staging, 
lighting and costumes, all complimented by 
beautiful Arizona fall weather. Patrons are 
invited to bring a blanket or lawn chair.

FH THEATER: 
CAPTAIN PRESTON
OCTOBER 1-10
It’s a ‘b-arrr-el’of laughs when Captain Preston, 
a pirate who is trying to make a name for 
himself, and the governor’s bored daughter, 
Wendy, join forces to find the fabled “Pearl 
of Poseidon.” Can they face the dread pirate 
Redfang and take him down a ‘peg-leg’ 
or two? Willthey fall in love? Will they find 
treasure? Will they ever see ‘aye’ to ‘aye’? 
An original musical at the Youth Theater.

fhtaz.org/events/captian-preston

FH THEATER: MILLION 
DOLLAR QUARTET
OCTOBER 15-31
The Tony Award-winning musical, Million 
Dollar Quartet, is set on December 4, 1956, 
when an extraordinary twist of fate brought 
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, 
and Elvis Presley together at Sun Records 
in Memphis for what would be one of the 
greatest jam sessions ever. Million Dollar 
Quartet brings that legendary December 
night to life with an irresistible tale of 
broken promises, secrets, betrayal, and 
celebrations that is both poignant and funny.

fhtaz.org/events/quartet

TUESDAY NIGHT 
RIDE WITH MMC
TUESDAYS | 7:30 PM
Get out and ride under the night sky with 
McDowell Mountain Cycles. With the variety 
of riding trails at McDowell Mountain Park, 
each week is a little different, although 
the ride time is about 1.5 hours. Whether 
you want to go fast or slow, no one rides 
alone. Stay for the after-ride party! Meet 
at the Four Peaks Trailhead at MMRP.

McDowellMountainCycles.com/mmc-life
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional property management.  
RE/MAX Sun Properties has managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010. 

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services are the perfect fit for 
clients who wish for their real estate investment to accomplish three goals: 

MAXIMIZE INCOME POTENTIAL 

 MINIMIZE LIABILITY AND RISK

MANAGE FOR INCREASED FUTURE VALUE

RESIDENTIAL AND SEASONAL RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

16704 E Ave of the Fountains, #101  
Fountain Hills, AZ

Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com  
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DAWN WOODS
PROPERTY MANAGER 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

480.837.9801

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

In Fountain Hills, there is a great option for professional 
property management. RE/MAX Sun Properties has 
managed over $40 million in residential property 
management since 2010.

RE/MAX Sun Properties Property Management Services 
are the perfect fit for clients who wish for their real estate 
investment to accomplish three goals:

Maximize Income Potential  •  Minimize Liability 
And Risk  •  Manage For Increased Future Value

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
16704 E Ave of the Fountains #101, Fountain Hills, AZ
Dawn@SunPropertiesAZ.com
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KRISTY COUP
Realtor, CDPE, PPS
480-296-3699
kristycoup@gmail.com
www.azkristy.com 

29205 N. SUMMIT SPRINGS RD IN TRILOGY AT VERDE RIVER
3 BD | 3.5 BA | 3,013 SQ FT | 3 CG
$2,198,000

SPECTACULAR MOUNTAIN VIEWS showcasing Four Peaks and the Mazatzal mountain range. A Toll Brothers 
Cataloni plan on Hole #6 of Trilogy at Verde River. Enjoy resort-style living with soaring ceilings, open 
floorplan with flex space, a chef’s kitchen, and a private courtyard. The backyard features a sparkling pool 
with a Baja shelf and hot tub with a covered ramada and firepit. Hunter Douglas custom window treatments 
throughout, leathered granite, custom cabinets and shelving, and phantom screens are just a few of the great 
features of this home.

17922 E. VISTA DESIERTO IN TRILOGY AT VERDE RIVER
3 BD | 3.5 BA | 2,681 SQ FT | 3 CG
$1,295,000

Beautiful mountain views on hole #12 of Trilogy at Verde River. This popular Latigo plan features a charming 
courtyard entry with fireplace, a gourmet kitchen with pull-out shelves, upgraded cabinetry, granite 
countertops, and designer finishes. The ever-so-popular multi-slide corner patio doors make the outdoors 
an extension of the home. Enjoy the golf course and mountain views from the covered patio with charming 
fireplace. The primary bedroom has mountain views, his and hers closets, and a spa-like bathroom with 
soaking tub.Both secondary bedrooms are en-suite.You’ve earned your rest

 now call the best in

Residential & Commercial Cleaning
Fountain Hills Owned since 1990 

Serving Fountain Hills, Rio Verde, Tonto Verde and North Scottsdale

MCL  
CLEANING

Monica & Claudio Lazzatti

(480) 837-9291 

17020 E Enterprise Drive  

Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268

mcldust4u.com

MCLCleaning@gmail.com
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This project is a new concept for Fountain 
Hills. It takes the desirability of a single-
family home and the convenience of 
apartment living and combines it into a 
new kind of community.

The Havenly will feature leasable single-
level detached homes and two-story 
townhomes ranging from one to three 
bedrooms in the space of 700-1,600 
square feet. The maintenance-free, 
upscale, built-to-rent homes have 
distinctive floorplans and design details, 

with thoughtful connectivity between 
neighbors. This creates a special sense of 
community in a vibrant community.

The community features a clubhouse 
with fitness and social areas, a heated 
pool and spa, and a community garden. 
The gated access is touchless. Residents 
have reserved covered parking, rentable 
enclosed garage spaces, and electric car 
charging. The on-site management and 
maintenance staff keep things in tip-top 
shape.

The Havenly offers the benefit of a walkable 
community with nearby shopping, dining, 
entertainment, and more.

As a pet-friendly community, your furry 
family member will feel at home, too.

The developer, Keystone Homes AZ, 
has been developing upscale residential 
communities in the metro-Phoenix area for 
over thirty years. 

This unique project provides residents 
with a detached home and private yard 
while offering the simplicity, service, and 

amenity-rich lifestyle associated with luxury 
apartment communities. 

Pricing ranges from $1,690-$2,300 per 
month depending on the floorplan. Pre-
leases for Phase1 are already fully reserved 
and they anticipate move-ins to begin in 
late November for those units.

W ith today’s growing demand for homes, and rentals in 
particular, combined with the low inventory problem, 
The Havenly project at La Montana and Avenue of the 
Fountains is a breath of fresh air. 

For more information about The Havenly, visit HavenlyCommunities.com

THE HAVENLY
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DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

THE SONORAN 
LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
Hometeam@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

14850 E. GRANDVIEW DRIVE #104
3 BD | 3 BA | 2,240 SQ FT | 2 CG
$700,000

Be part of the new ADERO Scottsdale resort lifestyle. Your purchase includes exclusive membership 
at the Club at ADERO Scottsdale (available to very few Villas) where you can enjoy fitness, two pools, 
a spa, tennis, pickle ball, and the renowned Cielo Restaurant, all a short walk through a private access 
gate. This stunning, ground level luxury villa offers gracious casual living with large patios and luscious 
landscape with striking mountain views. The home is elegantly appointed with a kitchen perfect for 
gourmet excursions and entertaining, a large great room with gas fireplace, and luxurious bathrooms. 
The home features two full master suites—perfect for family and out of town guests.
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JAVELINA:
DON’T CALL ME PIG!

A re they pigs? Are they rodents? 
What is a javelina,  
anyway?

The pig-like animal that we see in the 
Sonoran Desert is a collared peccary, 
but it is not a pig. Although they look 
similar, pigs are from the “Old World” 
while javelina are “New World” 
mammals. They live across Central and 
South America and the southwestern 
part of the United States. The Mayans 
kept them in herds for use in rituals and 
for food. In some places, they are even 
raised on farms as a food source.

You will usually find javelina in desert 
washes, saguaro and palo verde 
forests, oak woodlands, and grasslands 
with mixed shrubs and cacti. They are 
herbivores, consuming native plant 
foods like agave, mesquite beans, and 
prickly pear. They also like roots, tubers, 
and other green vegetation and might 
come into your yard to feast on your 
landscape. If an opportunity presents 
itself, though, they will also eat lizards, 
dead birds, and rodents.

To increase their chances for survival, 
javelina live in large family groups 
averaging ten or less, but sometimes as 
many as fifty. Each group lives in its own 
territory where they have designated 
sleeping and feeding areas. They 
communicate with one another and with 
other groups using sounds and smells.

Javelina have a scent gland on the top 
of their rear end and below each eye. 

When they rub against a rock or tree 
stump, it leaves a scent that helps them 
mark their territory. They also rub their 
scent on others in their family for easy 
identification. This is how they earned 
the nickname “skunk pig”.

When they rub their tusks together, 
it creates a chattering noise to warn 
potential predators to stay away. People 
should heed the warning and keep 
their distance. Javelina are capable of 
seriously injuring people.

Ranger Amy Burnett from Arizona Game 
and Fish says that all recent injuries 
caused by javelina were linked to 
someone in the neighborhood feeding 
them. “Feeding javelina often leads 
to unintended and even devastating 
consequences to both people and 
animals. It’s a lose-lose situation. If you 
see someone feeding javelina, please 
report it to Arizona Game and Fish.”

Javelina are mostly active at night and 
have very poor eyesight. According to 
Burnett, “If you encounter a javelina, 
your best bet is to turn around right 
away. And if that is not enough, you 
can yell in a low tone of voice to make 
yourself seem like a predator.”

Check out the great children’s book 
Don’t Call Me Pig: A Javelina Story 
by Conrad Storad at the Fountain 
Hills Library.
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F ountain Hills Girl Scouts is getting 
ready to kick off the 2021-2022 year, 
and troops in Fountain Hills will start 

forming soon. Girls from Kindergarten to high 
school seniors have the opportunity to create 
and join troops where they can try an activity, 
meet friends, and participate in community 
service projects.

Girl Scouts is the preeminent leadership 
development organization for girls. It also helps 
girls build courage, confidence, and character who 
make the world a better place.

Girl Scout leaders are community volunteers who 
mentor and guide their troop, making it possible to 
experience new and exciting opportunities.

Past activities of Fountain Hills Girl Scout troops 
include horseback riding, hiking, rock wall 
climbing, cabin camping, and crafting. They have 
volunteered through local street and river cleanups, 
food bank donations, clothing drives for the 
homeless, care bags for kids leaving foster care, 
building garden beds in the community garden, 
and animal shelter service projects.

This year, Fountain Hills Girl Scouts looks forward to 
participating in the local Thanksgiving Day Parade 
and planning a private ice-skating party as just a few 
of the many troop activities.

To support your G.I.R.L (Go-getter, Innovator, 
Risk-taker, Leader) and get more information 
about joining or volunteering, email 
GirlScoutsofFH@gmail.com

GIRL SCOUTS
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J ust eighteen miles north of 
Fountain Hills is a hidden place to 
play near the Verde River. Needle 

Rock Recreation Site is a popular water 
recreation area that attracts many 
people trying to escape the heat.

Entering Needle Rock requires a Tonto 
Pass. This can be purchased at a kiosk 
at the entrance to the area, or at any 
gas station or Safeway in Fountain 
Hills. The short road into the park is 
narrow and twisty, but well-maintained. 
The drive is scenic, offering beautiful 
vistas of lush desert landscape and the 
Mazatzal Mountains, Four Peaks, and the 
Superstitions.

There are three main areas where you can 
park for recreation and relaxation. The first 
is a walk-in site with vault restrooms and 
picnic tables tucked under towering shade 
trees. Keep following the trail and listen for 
the sounds of the river below.

The second site offers more parking, vault 
restrooms, and several ramada picnic 
areas. These are large enough for group 
gatherings and have grills and trash 
service (no drinking water available). The 
ramadas are tucked into the edges of 
the riparian area. This unique, biological 
riparian preserve has a stand of enormous 
mesquite trees. Bald eagles and great blue 

herons are frequently seen in this area.

Past this site, the paved road ends. It’s 
just a short drive over a hill on a rocky dirt 
road to reach the main recreation area 
for water and off-road activities. There is 
a river access point here for kayaks (no 
motorboats allowed) and plenty of trails for 
ATVs and ATCs. Please be sure to observe 
all posted off-road rules to preserve our 
natural desert.

For fishing enthusiasts, the Verde River 
offers rainbow trout, large and smallmouth 
bass, sunfish, and channel and flathead 
catfish.

The beach on the Verde River is generally 
rocky but the water is refreshing. The area 
is noted for its unusual rock formations that 
provide a spectacular backdrop for your 
time in the river.

Whether you want to play in the water, 
blaze across the desert trails, or enjoy a 
picnic in nature, Needle Rock is a fun gem 
in the Tonto National Forest.

NEEDLE ROCK 
RECREATIONAL SITE
A Hidden Treasure Near Rio Verde
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...a Tradition of Trust

Committed to Providing You
Exceptional Service

What is Title Insurance?

Why Fidelity National Title Agency?

Title insurance assures owners that they are acquiring clear title. It is 
designed to eliminate risk or loss caused by defects in title from the 
past. Title insurance provides coverage only for title problems which 
were already in existence at the time the policy was issued.

• Named to the Fortune 500 on an annual basis
• The only Fortune 500 company in its industry

• Chosen by Forbes as one of The World’s Best Companies
• Selected by Forbes as one of the Best Managed Companies in America
• Named by Forbes to the Platinum 400: America’s Best Big Companies
• 150 years of Title & Escrow Experience

FNTArizona.com        info-fntarizona@fnf.com 480.214.4500

TINA NABERS
REALTOR, ABR, CLHMS, GRI, ePRO, PPS
Marketing Specialist
602-653-0142
Tina@TinaNabers.com

16132 E. GLENDORA DRIVE
3 BD | 2 BA | 1,445 SQ FT | 2 CG
$475,000

Split floorplan home with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths. The Great Room has wood plank flooring and a wood-
burning fireplace. The North/South exposure provides shade for the large covered patio overlooking a 
low-maintenance backyard

16657 E. GUNSIGHT DRIVE #231
2 BD | 2 BA | 865 SQ FT
$289,900

Gorgeous remodel with lots of knotty alder wood trim, doors and cabinets. Light travertine flooring 
throughout. Granite countertops. Mountain views from the South-facing balcony. Includes one 
covered parking and one uncovered parking spot. This property is being sold completely and 
beautifully furnished.
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I t is no secret that Fountain Hills 
is a great place for stargazing. 
A robust lighting code from the 

earliest days of the town paved the 
way for us to become an International 
Dark Sky Community in January 2018. 
This is remarkable when you consider 
how close we are to the Phoenix Metro 
Area. Take advantage of the view of the 
night sky from your own backyard with 
these great celestial events coming up 
in the final months of this year.

VENUS
This super bright planet in the western sky will 
be visible until the end of the year. It is the third 
brightest object in the sky after the Sun and 
Moon.

JUPITER
Jupiter is currently visible toward the eastern 
horizon after dark and will remain in the night 
sky through the end of the year. Take a peek 
at it with binoculars or a telescope to see the 
colored stripes of storm clouds and look for the 
4 Galilean moons.

SATURN
Saturn is about two fist-lengths to the west of 
Jupiter and will be visible through the end of 
the year. Binoculars or a telescope will easily 
reveal its rings and maybe even Titan, its largest 
moon.

DRACONIDS  
METEOR SHOWER: 
October 7
This is an unusual meteor shower because 
the best time for viewing is right after it gets 
dark instead of after midnight like other 
showers. That makes this a great one for the 
kids to enjoy. This shower produces around 10 
meteors per hour.

ORIONIDS  
METEOR SHOWER: 

October 21-22
This meteor shower is produced from debris 
left behind by Halley’s Comet. The Full Moon 
will block out the dimmer meteors, but if you 
are patient, you will get a decent show with as 
many as 20 meteors per hour. It is best seen 
after midnight.

TAURIDS  
METEOR SHOWER:
November 4-5
Although this minor meteor shower only 
produces about 5-10 meteors per hour, the 
New Moon will mean you have a moonless 
night for excellent stargazing while waiting to 
spot meteors. The shower is best seen after 
midnight.

LEONIDS  
METEOR SHOWER:
November 17-18
Although the nearly Full Moon will block the 
dimmer meteors, this shower will produce 
up to 15 meteors per hour. However, in some 
years it can produce hundreds of meteors per 
hour! It is best seen after midnight.

PARTIAL LUNAR  
ECLIPSE: 
November 19
A partial lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon 
passes through the Earth’s partial shadow, 
or penumbra, and only a portion of it passes 

through the darkest shadow, or umbra. During 
this type of eclipse, a part of the Moon will 
darken as it moves through the Earth’s shadow.

GEMINIDS  
METEOR SHOWER:
December 13, 14
This shower is known as the king of meteor 
showers because it produces up to 120 
multicolored meteors per hour. The Waxing 
Gibbous Moon will block out the dimmer 
meteors, but the Geminids are so numerous 
and bright that it will still be a great show!

URSIDS  
METEOR SHOWER: 
December 21-22
This minor shower produces about 5-10 
meteors per hour. Although the nearly Full 
Moon will make it difficult to see dimmer 
meteors, you may still get a show if you are 
patient. It is best seen after midnight.

For more information about the 
Fountain Hills Dark Sky Association,  
visit fhdarksky.com.

10 THINGS TO SEE  
IN THE NIGHT SKY 
B E F O R E  T H E  E N D  O F  2 0 2 1



26 27SUNPROPERTIESAZ.COM SUNPROPERTIESAZ.COM

DORI WITTRIG 
THE SONORAN LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
DoriW@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com

13228 N. VISTA DEL LAGO DRIVE
3 BD | 2 BA | 1,386 SQ FT | 2 CG
$525,000

Only steps to Fountain Lake, this home’s bright and sunny interior offers open concept living featuring 
a wood-burning fireplace. The eat-in kitchen features a center island, metal tile backsplash, sizable 
pantry, as well as plenty of cabinetry. A 3-bedroom split floorplan allows for privacy when family or 
friends visit. Watch local wildlife go by from the natural surroundings of the backyard.

15713 E. KIM DRIVE
3 BD | 2.5 BA | 1,618 SQ FT | 2 CG
$520,000

Updated ‘’right-size’’ home. Great Room floorplan with fireplace and an upgraded kitchen offers  
SS appliances, granite counters & a perfect sized dining room.The primary bedroom is updated with 
a large walk-in shower. On a quarter-acre lot with a large, covered back patio and over sized RV gate. 
Raised garden beds all along the fence allow your green thumb to get creative. Perfect for winter 
visitors, families, and guests.

THE SONORAN 
LIFESTYLE TEAM
480-837-1331
Hometeam@SonoranLifestyle.com
SonoranLifestyle.com
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480.661.8888 
AJFengineering.com

Included for FREE 
with each inspection:

Home & Commercial Inspections With Engineering Expertise

We are a home, termite, & commercial inspection company 
that has been servicing the Valley of the Sun since 1996.

Equipping you with 
knowledge & peace 
of mind to protect 

your #1 investment!

Areas we serve:
Anthem, Apache Junction, Avondale, Buckeye, Carefree, Cave Creek, Chandler, El Mirage, Fountain Hills, 

Gilbert, Glendale, Goodyear, Litchfield, Maricopa, Mesa, New River, Paradise Valley, Peoria, Phoenix, Queen 
Creek, Scottsdale, Sun City, Surprise, Tempe, Tolleson, San Tan Valley

DEBBIE WEINRICH 
REALTOR
224-629-6592
Djweinrich4@gmail.com
Debbieweinrich.com

17002 E. ALAMOSA AVENUE
4 BD | 3 BA | 2,499 SQ FT | 3 CG
$679,900

Beautiful newly constructed home that is a must see! Four bedrooms, three full bathrooms, three car 
garage. High-end finishes throughout the home. Dual pane windows, two heating/cooling zones, 
attic fan, solar panels-owned. Perfect backyard with covered patio, mature landscaping, custom water 
feature, and RV gate with parking. The list goes on with this home! This home is part of NPOA.org.
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GET AWAY  
TO LAKE HAVASU

F ountain Hills and Lake Havasu City 
share a common bond. Both are the 
brainchild of American businessman 

Robert McCulloch in the late 1960s. And 
McCulloch centered each of these cities 
around an iconic attraction: the World’s 
Tallest Manmade Fountain in Fountain Hills 
and the London Bridge in Lake Havasu City. 

McCulloch purchased the London Bridge for 
$2.5 million. It took another $7 million and three 
years to relocate it. The bridge was built in 1831 
to span the River Thames. It was dismantled in 
1967 and shipped to Lake Havasu City through 
the Panama Canal. You can still see the scars left 
by Nazi warplanes during WWII. The steel lamps 
on the bridge were created from metal melted 
down from Napoleon Bonaparte’s war cannons. 
If you visit from October through April, you can 
take a walking tour at 11:00 AM on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays. See the Visitor’s 
Center in English Village for more information.

Lake Havasu is a large reservoir formed by Parker 
Dam on the Colorado River. The city is known 
as “Arizona’s West Coast.” It is the perfect 
destination for a beach-bum getaway or a fun-
filled adventure.

Play in the water at the city’s most popular beach 
for families, the Rotary Community Park. For a 
white sand experience that is close to town, 
relax on the beach of Lake Havasu State Park. 
Take the kiddos to the floating jungle gym at 

Beach Shack Rentals where you can swing and 
slide into the waters of the channel and launch 
friends from the “blob” inflatable contraption. 
Rent kayaks or stand-up paddleboards and be 
sure to experience the boat-in dining. And if 
fishing is your passion, this is one of the best 
fishing lakes in the Southwest.

If you are looking for adventure on land, SARA 
Park offers quick access to hiking and mountain 
biking exploration of more than 1,100 acres. 
Many of these trails offer views of the beautiful 
waters of the lake. The area is also a desert 
playground of slick rock, desert washes, and off-
road trails. With a network of 1,800 trails, there 
are limitless adventures awaiting off-roaders.

Lake Havasu City is home to the International 
World Jet Ski Final Races, professional fishing 
tournaments, Western Winter Blast pyrotechnics 
conventions, Havasu 95 Speedway, the Chilln-
n-Silln Beer Festival, the Havasu Triathlon, and 
the Havasu Balloon Festival & Fair. It is also 
home to Winterfest, an annual event that draws 
thousands of visitors for two days of food, 
activities, entertainment.

For more information about things to do in 
Lake Havasu City, visit GoLakeHavasu.com.
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